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th
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December, 2019  
 

 
This is the seventh installment of a ten-part series on the Lord's Prayer. 

 

  
 When we ask in the Fifth Petition that God would forgive our sins 
and not hold them against us, we ask for a tremendous thing.  It is 
impossible for us to list in our confession to God all those indecent acts for 
which we need to be forgiven; it is impossible that we could even recall all 
of the wickedness with which we have filled our lives.  Were we to attempt 
to make a list, we would have no time to do anything else for days.  Truly, 
the multitude of our sin is enormous.  Yet, in spite of this fact, our Savior 
still invites us to place our guilt at his feet and to do so with the confidence 
that every one of those sins is removed by his blood and sacrifice.  How 
gracious is our Lord who so lovingly cleanses us of our multitude of sin and 

desires to draw us closer to him through this forgiveness that he offers. 
 Is it not surprising, then, that whenever God invites us to pray for forgiveness, he also 
instructs us to include those words, “as we forgive those who sin against us”?  Could it be that we are 
an example for our Holy Father to follow?  Could it be that we ask him to forgive with the same zeal 
and in the same manner that we forgive others who have in some way wronged us?  If that were 
God’s intent, then we would only pray this petition with dread and horror.  For the reality is that so 
often we refuse to forgive some who have sinned against us.  We cry out with incredulity, “Lord, how 
could you expect me to forgive?  Do you not realize what they have done to me?”  So if God’s 
forgiveness toward us is in any way similar to the begrudging or non-existent forgiveness we offer to 
others, how could we expect to be forgiven of anything? 

 So, we must add to 
our plea in this petition:  
forgive us for our failure to 
forgive as perfectly and 
eagerly as God does.  
Forgive us for our struggle to 
forgive.  When God grants 
this request, only then can 
we learn to forgive others.  
Only when we ponder the 
greatness of his mercy and 
grace can we extend that 
same mercy and grace to 
those whom God has placed 
in our lives.  Only when we 
understand that through 
forgiveness offered in Word 
and sacrament God 

 1. Address 
 2. 1st Petition 
  3. 2nd Petition 
  4. 3rd Petition 
  5. 4th Petition 
  6. 5th Petition, pt. 1 

 7. 5th Petition pt. 2 
  8. 6th Petition 
  9. 7th Petition 
10. Doxology 

Special holiday worship times: 
 
Saturday, December 21 5:30 p.m. or Sunday, December 22 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Christmas Service @ Gethsemane 
 

Tuesday, December 24 5:30 or 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight service 

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 9 a.m. 
Christmas Day Service with Lord’s Supper  

 
Tuesday, December 31 6 p.m. 

New Year’s Eve Service with Lord’s Supper 

 
Midweek Advent services begin 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 
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establishes his throne—his kingdom—in our hearts are we able to share forgiveness day after day, 
weak and imperfect though it may be. 
 Then by the perfection of God’s forgiveness to us, he grants to us the grace to grow in love 
and forgiveness.  In this way, his Kingdom comes.  For when sins are forgiven and when the people in 
our lives are lifted from the depths of their sin through the grace of God that we have the privilege 
of sharing, God’s righteous rule commences.  When we offer the comforting gospel of God’s abundant 
love—the gospel to which we ourselves firmly take hold—the Holy Spirit does his work of making holy 
and causing hearts to belong to the Kingdom of God. 
 So, we ask not only that God would forgive our sins, but that he would also teach us to 
treasure all the more the gift of forgiveness that we both receive and give whenever we come 
together for worship.  It is there that we confess with all our brothers and sisters in Christ that we 
have sinned.  It is there that God’s called servants forgive on his behalf.  It is there that we say 
“Amen!” as God forgives those around us who have made the same confession.  We say “Amen!” to 
acknowledge that our sins are forgiven as theirs are, too.  We say “Amen!” to acknowledge that their 
sins are forgiven by God and forgiven by us. 
 What glorious gospel this is!  And where this gospel is, there is God’s Kingdom.  There is God’s 
rule in our hearts and lives.  There is God’s rule in the hearts and lives of those we love and those for 
whom we are concerned.  So, God forgives our sins as we forgive one another.  God’s kingdom is all 
about forgiveness.  It comes as he forgives and it continues through us as we extend that same 
forgiveness in God’s name to those who need it.  For this reason we ask this blessing from God; we 
pray boldly for it so that we might remain in his kingdom with our dear brothers and sisters, now and 
forever. 

Pastor Koester 

  
 

School News  
 

Brothers and Sisters of Gethsemane, 
 I know that the cover of this Newsletter will say December, but 
the timing of it still falls within November AND prior to Thanksgiving.  
So please permit another list of thanksgiving – 

My Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ | My Heavenly Father | My Counselor 
my faith | my forgiveness | my peace | my joy | my heaven | my family |  
my country (especially civil servants and veterans) | my church |  
my friends, faculty, and staff | my ministry | my school | my high school |  
my peers | NOV sunshine (and warmth) | my resources and possessions |  
the mountains | my dog 

 
 Make a list!  Even check it twice!!  God is good!!!   
 I pray you have a blessed Thanksgiving among family and friends! 
 
 It’s hard to imagine that DEC brings the end of our first semester along with it.  In addition to 
a whole term being wrapped up in just a few short weeks, it also means the Christmas service and all 
the preparations will be in full swing now.  Advent, snow, cold, decorations, basketball games, and 
the like will assuredly greet us as well. 
 The month of DEC brings changes to most of GLS’s days.  Religion classes and memory 
treasures shift to the Christmas service.  Narrations and recitations are practiced repeatedly in other 
spots of the daily schedule.  The student body all gathers together in an effort to figure out 
placement, when to stand/sit, and speaking in unison as a large group.  And all this takes time.  
Some might even say “precious” time.  And then, I suppose, the question could be asked – is it worth 
it?  There are 15 school days in DEC, and the amount used in what will be extended Religion and 
Music classes will easily dominate much of the last two weeks.  Is it worth it? 
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 What if one person comes to our 12/22 service who would rather not be there?  Who does not 
attend church but came at the prompting of someone important in their lives?  What if that person 
sat with arms folded and gave off a pretty negative vibe?  But what if the Gospel message announced 
by the children of our church and school melted that heart of stone?  What if those arms became 
unfolded?  What if hands became folded?  Or the mouth begins to open to speak and sing?  What if a 
smile appears on that face?  And hands are shook and pleasantries shared after the service?  What if?  
I’d say it would all be worth it! 

+++ 
 GLC and GLS parents should have received an email with a letter from both pastors and Mr. P.  
Be sure to read it for all the important information regarding this year’s Children’s Christmas 
services.  Practices of some sort will be held every Sunday until the services are held (with the 
exception of Thanksgiving weekend).  We look forward to our youth serving as the angel messengers 
of the Good News of our Savior’s birth! 

God’s blessings to you all, 
Mr. Pederson 

   

FOCE  
 (Friends of Christian Education) 

 
 

 The Yankee Candle fall fundraiser was another great success, raising over $1,000 for our 
school!  The candles will be distributed to students in early December.  Our next fundraiser will be in 
the spring with brand new selling items.  Apparel orders were sent home at the end of the month, 
with some fun new items to show your school spirit. 
 FOCE recently helped contribute to soccer fees, field trips for the 1

st
-6

th
 graders, 

Thanksgiving tables, and fixing the vending machine.  There will not be a meeting until January, but 
stay tuned for a flyer with announcements and tidbits that covers FOCE activity from the past few 
months, along with future funding goals. 
 Don't forget to TAGG with supporting businesses when you can, especially with your Hy-Vee 
receipts! 

~Liz G, Secretary 
 

Hy-Vee Receipts 

  Save your Hy-Vee receipts dated September 1 through December 31 and 
place them in the boxes on the table in the southwest corner of the fellowship hall 
or on the table in the school hallway.  Hy-Vee will donate $1 for every $200 spent 
between these dates to Gethsemane School.  We appreciate your support! 
 
 
 

Together A Greater Good - TAGG 
 

  Those who have been saving Hy-Vee 
receipts for GLS can “double down” by using TAGG 
as well!  Please scan a picture of your whole 
receipt on the free Together A Greater Good 
mobile app.  Exclusions include gift cards, postage, 

pharmacy, money orders, prepaid debit cards, lottery and money 
transfers. 
 It is very important to take a photo of the entire receipt to 
include all items purchased as well as the information found at the 
bottom, as shown circled in red in the image below. Partial receipts 
submitted will be denied and must be resubmitted. Thank you for your 
support!   
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OWLS 
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) 

  
 November was a busy month for our Omaha chapter.  On November 2

nd
, fifteen members 

gathered at Good Shepherd for the collection and bagging of toiletries donated from our Omaha 
congregations.  Over 90 bags were filled with various soaps, shampoos, lotions, dental supplies and 
more.  Collected items were delivered to the Open Door Mission in Omaha.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Progress continues with the ENOA sponsored “Santa for a Senior.”  Presently there are 49 wish 
lists that are being shared by 36 church member volunteers.  REMINDER:  Santa for a Senior gifts are 
to be wrapped with the wish list taped to the outside of the gift.  Please bring them to church the 
weekend of December 7/8.  If you are unable to bring them that weekend or if you have questions, 
contact Dawn V.  Thanks to all who participated in this project.  
 The collection of winter garments that will be distributed to the needy in our community 
wrapped up on Sunday, November 24. 
 On November 11

th
 the OWLS sponsored annual holiday dinner was held with 43 members and 

guests in attendance, including congregation pastors and families.  An abundance of delicious food 
and good fellowship was shared by all.  In addition, Good Shepherd’s Phil and Laura Torrison provided  
entertainment with trumpeted  hymns. 

 Our year will close with 
a 2 p.m. December 8 meeting 
at Good Shepherd that includes 
planning for year 2020 and 
election of officers.  Our year 
was a joyous one with great 
participation and Christ 
centered service.               

Dick V, President 

Sandy T, Secretary 
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WINGS 
(Women IN God’s Service) 

 Thank you to all who supported the WINGS Silent Auction.  The auction closed at noon on the 
24

th
 of November.  If you had the highest bid on an item, please take it with you and place your 

payment (checks payable to WINGS) into the brown box on the table in the narthex.  
 Thank you, too, to those who supported the goodie bags for students project.   
 The next meeting of WINGS will be on Thursday, January 9

th
.  Snacks at 6:45; meeting at 7. 

WINGS Gals 

 
 

LWMS 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 

 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
The end of 2019 is quickly coming to a close!  What a blessing it 

is to reflect on another year of God’s grace! 
The Befriend a Missionary information board will be displayed 

in the narthex during the month of January.  You will be able to find 
out more information regarding our missionary, and ways that we, as a congregation, are able to help 
them.  This is such a fantastic way to support our Home Missions!   

The 2020 LWMS Prayer Calendars are still available. They are $10.00 per calendar, with a 
$5.00 shipping cost.  If you are interested in ordering a calendar (or two!) for someone on your 
Christmas list, please let me know.  I would be happy to coordinate it for you! 

Looking ahead…The 2020 LWMS Convention will be held in Athens (Atlanta), Georgia on June 
25-28, 2020.  Several ladies from Good Shepherd are interested in attending and would like to travel 
there via chartered bus.  If this is something that interests you, please contact me and I will connect 
you with the Good Shepherd ladies! 

December Prayer Requests 
-The mid-year graduates from Martin Luther College.     

-The work being done in Asia. 
-The work being done by the volunteer workers at our second-hand affiliated stores.     

~Leslie B 
Reporter 

NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School) 

  
Mark 1: 2-4 
2
as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you,    

who will prepare your way”— 
3
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for 

the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”   
4
And so John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 As we enter into the month of December, we see all the preparations for Christmas nearly 
everywhere we go.  To prepare God’s people for Jesus’s ministry, God sent John the Baptist. 
Remember his words in John 1:29:  “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
Let us also proclaim Jesus as the Lamb of God.  As we prepare for the upcoming Christmas Day, let’s 
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not forget to share with everyone around us the most important gift of all - Jesus, the lamb who 
bought salvation for all with his life.   
 
“Recruiting”:  I have enjoyed getting around to many of our LES schools to share chapel and have 
some of our students talk with our grade school students.  I truly hope all of our LES eighth graders 
will be freshmen in Waco next year, but they’ll always be NELHS Knights as you are all part of the 
NELHS family!  Your prayers and support are always needed.  Pastor Stellick is in southeast Asia 
meeting with some of our international agents and interested future students as well. 
  

Concrete update:  Final touches of concrete are being done.  We hope to be “flood resistant” now!  
Thank you for all the gifts that made this possible.  
 

Upcoming Dates:  
● Dec 8:  4 p.m. Christmas Concert / One Act 
● Dec 12-14:  MLC Basketball Tourney in New Ulm, MN (No School Dec. 13) 
● Dec 19: 1

st
 Semester ends 

● Dec 19-Jan 5, 2020: Christmas Break (student host families needed) 
● Jan 18, 2020: LES Cheer Camp  ****Brochures are on the office desk and the table in the 

fellowship hall! 
● Feb 7, 2020: Grandparents’ Day 
● Mar 28, 2020: Knight Out in Beatrice! (Save the Date!) 

 

Mission Statement:  
NELHS exists to assist parents and congregations by providing Christian training in the skills 

and values necessary for loyal service to Jesus Christ for time and eternity. 
Yours in Christ, 

-Skip Bremer, School Administrator  
 

SCRIP 
 Christmas is coming!  Get a step ahead in your planning by placing your order 
for NELHS SCRIP gift cards as soon as possible.  NELHS SCRIP gift cards are available 
from the majority of large stores in the area including restaurants, gas stations, and 
grocery stores.  You pay face value, and you get face value, but the high school 

receives a percentage of the purchase price from the store or company.  What a great way to support 
OUR high school! 
 Contact Kelly K (box #40) to place your order.  He is available on Sundays in the fellowship 
hall.  Extra order forms are in the cardboard box on top of the church boxes.  You may also place an 
order online.  Ask Kelly for more information. 
 
 

Deacons 
 Thank you to our member who fixed the pews in 
the back of the church!  We are so blessed to have folks 
with skills to help keep up the property. 
 Thank you to the folks who were willing to put in 
some time on a Saturday to help on our cleaning day.  A 
lot of items were checked off the list! 
 Thank you to the elves who cleaned up the stems and leaves from the locust trees between 
Old Maple and the parking lot and who helped remove the debris from the parking lot itself.  The 
maple tree in the front of school has decided to finally drop some of its leaves, so we’ll be looking to 
have those blown out of the rocks and mulched.  Thank you to the helper who mulched leaves on the 
east side of the building.   
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 Thank you, to the person who cut up some of the log that was left from our tree removal 
date.  The remaining piece was manageable enough that it disappeared one day.  Yay!  If you were 
the one who removed the remaining piece, THANK YOU! 
 Efforts were made to get heat tape in the gutters on the west side of the building.  We are 
hoping that this resolves the excess ice in the gutters this winter, which caused the gutters to pull 
away from the building last winter.   
 The rodent bait boxes have been refreshed, and, thankfully, we haven’t seen any mice in the 
building!  We have, however, learned of a few “residents” in the mower shed.  We’re hoping a few 
bait packs will encourage them to move out. 
 New shovels have been purchased.  Feel free to use them whenever we get snow.  Ice Melt is 
in the tubs next to the entrances for you to use as well.  Let the church office know if you needed to 
use the last of the Ice Melt so more can be ordered. 
 Little things matter; and we are so very grateful for people who are willing to step up to help 
keep the property in shipshape! 
 If you see something that needs to be repaired or attended to, please contact the church 
office at 402-493-2550. 
 
 

Evangelism 
 As we approach the Advent and Christmas seasons we 
would like to encourage everyone to build off the theme 
Pastor started in November and Welcome Home our friends 
and family to the upcoming worship and fellowship 
opportunities.  With Advent services, caroling, C4K (Christmas 
4 Kids) here at Gethsemane and at Living Savior in Blair along 
with our Christmas programs and services, there is sure to be 
an opportunity to reach out.  In addition to the invite, let 
them know why the Advent and Christmas seasons are special 
to you and the significance to our Christian faith. 
 

 

Discipleship 
Sunday School 

 It's that wonderful time of year when we celebrate our Savior's Birth!  Our children at 
Gethsemane will be sharing the message of Jesus in the Children's Christmas Service on Saturday, 
December 21

st
 and Sunday, December 22

nd
. 

 On Sunday December 8
th

 & 15
th

, we will be practicing for the Children's Christmas Service.  It 
is important for all children in preschool-8

th
 grades to be there to learn all those songs together!  We 

will start at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
 Programs have been passed out.  Preschool students received their part.  Public school 
families or preschool students:  if you are still in need of a program or your part, contact the church 
office. 
 We will also have a practice Saturday, December 
21

st
 at 9:30 a.m.  This is very important as children will 

learn where their place is and where we practice 
everything all together. 
 The Children's Christmas Service is Saturday, 
December 21

st
 at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 22

nd
 at 

9:30 a.m.  Students should be there at least 20 minutes 
before the service is scheduled to begin. 
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Sunday School in December 
1 - No Class Thanksgiving Break 
8 - Children’s Christmas service rehearsal 
15 - Children’s Christmas service rehearsal 
22 - Children's Christmas Service 
29 - No class – Christmas break 

 May your Christmas Season be filled with JOY! 
Nickie L 

Sunday School Coordinator 
 
 

 

The Vine 
A place where children grow in faith. 

 

”I am the Vine; you are the branches.”-JESUS 
(John 15) 

 
 We wrapped up the month of November with 
our Harvest/Thankful party.  We had a fantastic time 
making pies out of pumpkin playdough, making a 

Thanksgiving dinner, and creating a Thanksgiving placemat and wreath.  We ended the morning by 
taste testing stuffing, pumpkin and apple pie, and cranberry punch.  What a blessing to be able to 
spend each Wednesday morning together! 

As you can see, each session of The Vine is busy, as we learn a new letter each week.  Each 
morning consists of fine and gross motor skill activities, along with a craft, snack, and story time.  
We even eat a snack that begins with the letter that we are learning.  We will learn about the letters 
I, and J, and celebrate Jesus’ birth with a Christmas celebration during the month of December. 

Each session is held every Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in Mrs. Roberts’s 
classroom.  The Vine is open to children ages birth-age 4 and their parents, grandparents, guardians, 
etc.!   
  If you have never been to The Vine, NOW is your opportunity to jump in and to see what it is 
all about!   

 Leslie B, Coordinator 
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Christmas for Kids 
 

 
register @ www.gethsemanelutheran.com 

 

 

Stewardship 
Altar Flowers  

 The Altar Flower Calendar for 2020 will be posted in the coming week so you can sign up to 
provide altar flowers for the Sunday of your choice.  Family Fare on 108

th
 and Maple will continue to 

provide us with beautiful arrangements.  The cost is still $30.  Feel free to take your flowers home 
after the second service on the Sunday you provide flowers.  
 WINGS will bill you for the flowers and payment can be placed in the locked box on the 
fellowship hall table.  Thank you for adding the beauty of flowers to our worship services! 
 
 

Card/Meditation Recycling  
 The OWLS would like your old Christmas cards and Meditations booklets!  
They use them to make book marks and provide devotionals for Prison Ministries.  
There is a box on the table in the fellowship hall in which you can put your items.  
Thank you for your help! 
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Christmas Decorating 
 Please come to Gethsemane on Monday, December 2

nd
, to help us decorate the 

church for Christmas!  We will begin at 6 p.m.  Many hands make light work.  Hope to 
see you! 

 

Christmas Caroling 
 Come caroling with us!  On Friday, December 20

th
, a group of us are going 

out to sing some Christmas carols to our shut-ins.  The plan is to meet at church at 
5:30 p.m. and drive to our first stop  

 

Poinsettias 
 Christmas is right around the corner!  We would like to splash the altar with a lot of 
poinsettias this year on Christmas.  A sign-up sheet is located on the table in the southwest corner 
of the fellowship hall.  Family Fare will provide the poinsettia plants.  Cost is $7.  You will be 
billed, and you will be able to take your poinsettia with you after the Christmas Day service.  
Deadline to sign up is December 15

th
. 

 

Church Cleaning 
 Every week one family, couple, or group cleans the church.  
This includes vacuuming, cleaning windows, straightening the 
hymnals and Bibles in the pew racks, and dusting.  The average 
volunteer cleaner will have to clean two times during the YEAR!   
Mr. Pederson and the upper grades clean once a month during the 
school year.  FOCE will clean for you if you give their group a small 
donation.  Cleaning supplies are on hand or you can bring your own.   
 Please check out the sheet on the corner table of the 
fellowship hall.  We would like to add some additional names to the 
list!   

 

Book Club 
 Here we are in December with holiday celebrations 
galore!  Time is precious - hams and cookies need to be baked - 
presents need to be bought and wrapped!  Family and friends 
gather!  If you have the time, the Book Club group will meet one 
more time in 2019 on Tuesday, December 3

rd
 (yes - NOT the 

normal Tuesday of the month we meet on!) - 7 p.m.  One more 
chance for friends to gather for a book discussion, for some 
snacks and a drink or two, but mainly for some great fellowship!  Join us if you can whether you've 
read the book or not.  If you're reading this before the 3

rd
 we're discussing Educated by Tara 

Westover.    
 We'll start back up in the 2020 on our usual Tuesday evening (the 4

th
 Tuesday of the month) 

on January 28
th

.  We will be discussing on the 3
rd

 what book will be next up on our reading/discussing 
list as well as asking for a host volunteer for the evening!  2020 sees us meeting on the following 
dates - January 28

th
, February 25

th
, March 24

th
 and April 28

th
.  If you have any recommendations for 

reading or would like to volunteer to host any of those dates just let me know! 
 A blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! 

Becky G 
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Call News 

 Miss Hunt received a call from St. Paul Lutheran School in Lake Mills, Wisconsin, to serve as 
their fifth grade teacher and undertake some music-related responsibilities.  Their school currently 
has an enrollment of about 180 students.  She humbly asks for and greatly appreciates your prayers 
during this time of deliberation.  She would gladly welcome any thoughts you may have or 
conversations regarding the two calls she holds (Gethsemane and St. Paul) as she prayerfully 
considers where she can best serve the Lord and His lambs. 
 
 

  
  
 


