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This is the third installment of a ten-part series on the Lord's Prayer. 

 

 
  
 
 

 The Lord continues his invitation to us to ask for that which is most 
needful.  It perhaps makes us feel somewhat silly to ask that God’s name be 
made holy when it is truly impossible for his name to be anything but.  Yet, it is 
our greatest need and our greatest request that God’s name be made holy in us, 
by what we say and what we do.  So, as lofty as this petition is, God our Father 
tenderly invites us to ask for that very thing.   
 In the same way, he tenderly invites us to make the request that his 
kingdom would come.  This, too, might make us feel somewhat silly.  Of course 
God’s kingdom will come!  God’s kingdom will come when and where he chooses 
with no help from us and not because of our prodding.  It is a bold request, 
nevertheless, because we ask that God’s kingdom come to us individually and 

that God’s rule would come over each one of us.   
 This is a bold request because so often through our words and actions we act as though we 
would prefer the rule of the enemy kingdom that rages against us.  The devil and his allies in the world 
and our own sinful flesh seek to rule over us at every opportunity and to drive God’s rule out of our 
lives.  It is so prevalent, in fact, that we become numb to it.  We quickly forget that the devil is a liar 
and with his schemes and trickery he seeks to seduce us into pride, self-service, lust, greed, and every 
manner of false doctrine and evil deeds.  Since he conspires with our sinful nature, we are helpless to 
stop him.  We easily and even eagerly bend in obedience into unbelief that wavers between arrogant 
self-righteousness and despair.  Left to ourselves, we would fall into the torments of this wretched 
kingdom for eternity. 
 So, we pray that God’s kingdom would come to us and save us from this tragedy.  We ask in the 
second petition that God would keep his Word and promise and listen to our cries for help.   We ask God 
to rule in us by his Word for when he does that, when his throne rests securely in our hearts, we are and 
remain his children.  By that saving Word we come to him and gladly bow before him, our gracious and 
loving king, our mighty and merciful ruler.  Through that Word we are given the faith that trusts in him 
for salvation and gives strength for a life of obedience. 
 As we pray that God would work in our hearts in this way, we pray also that he would rule over 
heaven and earth for our good.  We ask that he would cause the affairs of this world to draw our focus 
not away from God but ever more intensely upon him.  As he fills our lives with the gifts of time and 
health, of friends and family, of a measure of this world’s wealth and beauty, we ask that he would 
keep us mindful of that fact that all of this has come from his gracious hand and his almighty power.  
We ask that these blessings would always be seen by us as tokens of his grace so that we are not 
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tempted to make them the goals and gods of this life but instead because of them be moved to lift up 
our voices in prayer and praise for his goodness. 
 We boldly pray this petition so that the blessing of his enduring presence would be a constant in 
our lives on earth.  We pray also so that we might live with the comfort of knowing that when our lives 
on earth reach their end we will be taken into our loving Father’s eternal heavenly kingdom.  When his 
kingdom comes to us, when God comes to rule in our hearts, we will die in peace and with the sure 
knowledge that his rule knows no death.  His rule stands even over the grave, proven by his own Son 
who was not held captive by death but rose triumphantly.  Jesus’ victory was not for himself alone but 
also for us and we know that by this power we will see him in his kingdom forever. 
 How blessed we are to have a dear Father who invites us not only to pray for his kingdom to 
come but even brings his kingdom to each of us.  How blessed we are for this is how we have the hope 
of seeing him when on earth we close our eyes for the final time.  We are made perfect by his blood, 
we are made holy through his sacrifice and we are made sure by his Word—the Word that rules in us 
now and as we stand before his mighty throne for eternity.  Yes, dear Father, may your kingdom come! 

Pastor Koester 

 
 

School News  
 

August greetings, 
      It’s that time of year again!  The 2019-2020 school year is upon us.  Allow 
me to borrow a little bit from the annual Summer Letter for this month’s article.  
Recently this went out to our forty-six families, along with family and friends who 

asked to be on our emailing list – 
 

Each year, this letter also introduces the new theme for the school year.  This year’s theme is “Set your 
minds on things above” (Colossians 3:2).  In writing to his brothers and sisters in Christ, Paul says, “Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  What a statement for us in our current day and age!  
The temptations of the here and now will often draw our eyes down and to only ourselves.  So much 
time and effort can be put into making this life seem like “heaven on earth.”  In so doing, we can lose 
our focus on our heavenly home.  We can forsake all that heaven will be for a few fleeting fancies here 
below.   

       
A side tie-in to our theme could be that the second part of our year is 2020.  May God give us all 20/20 
vision to continue to see what he tells us in his Word and to put it into practice!  This year, we can take 
to heart the encouragement to set (and keep) our minds on things above – what God wants our hearts 
and minds to dwell on.  We can take to heart the encouragement to avoid the temptations that try to 
make us lose focus on our spiritual lives.  We can take to heart that one of our goals in Christian 
education is to direct our thoughts to things above, being in the world but not of the world.   

 

     If you are around Gethsemane, we hope you hear or see “Set your minds on things above.”  It’s a 
great passage and theme for us to be using.  In addition, that theme is tying all of our Nebraska 
schools together again this year – along with Overland Park, Kansas, and even some of our Colorado 
schools.  It is a small but cool way to celebrate our unity in Christ! 
      We look forward reconnecting with our school families in the coming weeks during home 
visits, Opening Service weekend, Backpack-2-School Night, and then opening our doors on the 
morning of Wednesday, August 21.  May God bless the 72

ND
 year of Christian education at 

Gethsemane Lutheran School!  Thank you all for being a blessing to all of us! 
 

Set your minds on things above, 
Mr. Pederson 

 
+++ 



3 
August                                                                                                                                                                                     2019 

 
 We ask God to bless all students as they return to school this 
month.  We pray for special blessings to students moving on from GLS, 
either by graduation or transfer.  May God keep all students, near or 
far, as the apples of his eye! 
 Teachers from the Nebraska/KC side of the District will be 
gathering at Nebraska Lutheran High School for our annual summer In-
service on Friday, August 2.  This year our district president, Pastor 
Hirsch, will be presenting a Bible study, and former district principal, 
Tom Plitzuweit, is slated to present a module on the WELS Teaching 
Standards which will be a direct lead-in to our October conference that 
will have a major focus on the new WELS Teacher Assessment program.  

We look forward to this opportunity to gather around the Word, be encouraged in our calling, and 
share fellowship time with our brothers and sisters in the ministry.  We also look forward to meeting 
new teachers to the district (one from Valentine and four from Nebraska Lutheran). 
 Players from Gethsemane Church and School, and even possibly a friend from Good Shepherd, 
will be playing soccer again this year via the YMCA.  Over 60% of our student body is currently signed 
up for this extracurricular activity!  Schedules will be posted on the school bulletin board. 
 School pictures are very early this year.  Our second week of school will have our first 
opportunity for pictures with a back-up date coming in late-October. 
 If you are interested in keeping up on GLS, please contact me about being on our email list.  
Our Weekly Note is another of our key communications.  We hope to make that available through our 
GLS Facebook page this year.  Please contact me with any questions! 

Mr. P. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOCE  
(Friends of Christian Education) 

 
 

 FOCE is looking forward to another school year in which we are able to 
support our students and teachers.  We will kick off the 2019-2020 school year at the Back to School 
Night on August 19

th
.  Join us at 6:45 p.m. for treats as well as kickball.  FOCE will also be providing 

fellowship after chapel on the first day of school, August 21.  Anyone who might need a little 
comforting (or celebrating) is welcome to stop by the fellowship hall immediately after chapel.  
 We are so very excited to announce that Sonya B and Michelle B have 
volunteered to come aboard FOCE as our new vice-president and treasurer.  If you 
would like to know more about what we do or how you can get involved, please 
contact any of us.  We are happy to answer any questions and are always looking 
for ideas/support to help us make GLS the best it can be.   
 Keep an eye out for details about our first FOCE meeting in September.  We 
would love to see all of you there! 
                          

                   Becky G, President 
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OWLS 
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) 

 
 On July 14

th
, 29 members and guests met at Good Shepherd where former NASA engineer 

Norman Schell shared his experiences and details of the APOLLO space program commemorating the 
50

th
 anniversary of the first lunar landing.  Many behind the scenes details were explained including 

specifics on the equipment and emergency 
measures taken after an explosion in the lunar 
module.  The presentation and numerous 
questions from the audience continued for 
almost two hours. 
 A devotion was shared that focused on 
the sinful woman that showed up at Simon’s 
house, and with an open and fragrant faith 
earned Jesus’ forgiveness.   We too, as sinful 
beggars, need to earn Christ’s forgiveness. 
 Chapter business included the 
announcement of completion of the new 
member flyer and plans to have them labeled 
and dropped in congregation mail boxes.  
Collection bins have be placed for the 
donation of toiletries for future distribution to 
the homeless and Lydia House.  More 

volunteers are being sought for the “Stuff the Bus” initiative sponsored by the Salvation Army.  It was 
decided to proceed with collection of winter garments for donation and to commence an early start 
to ENOA donations for holiday distribution.   Our goal is to reach out to our congregations to help 
support these service projects.   
 

Moving forward: 

 August 11– Meeting at Gethsemane with presentation on Synod Prison Ministry 

 September – Tour of the Omaha Humane Society facility with more details to follow 
 

 Guests are always welcome! 

Dick V, President 

Sandy T, Secretary 

 

WINGS 
(Women IN God’s Service) 

 Hope all you ladies have been having a wonderful summer!  We look forward to seeing you 
soon!  
 Our next meeting is September 5

th
 at 7 p.m. with coffee/snacks starting at 6:45 p.m.  We will 

discuss the events of this coming year and welcome in our new team of officers. 
 We hope you can make it!  

In Christ,  
Ginger B  
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LWMS 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 

 
“Let us Ever Walk With Jesus” 

 Mission speakers.  Moments with Our Missionaries.  Missionary workshops.  Devotions and 
worship services.  The 56

th
 annual LWMS Convention was held on June 27

th
-30

th
 at the Iowa 

Convention Center in downtown Des Moines, Iowa.  It was three days filled with an abundance of 
uplifting speakers and presentations.  The presentations ranged from the work being done in Mexico 
and Africa, the Friends of China program, and the newer work being done in Vietnam.  It is truly a 
humbling experience to listen to the missionaries tell their story of the events that take place where 
they are serving.  They all have the same mission – to spread the Word of God to all nations.  What a 
joy and privilege to be a part of!  The 2020 LWMS Convention will be held in Athens (Atlanta), 
Georgia.  See you in Georgia! 
 

August Prayer Requests 
-The newly installed pastors and teachers that will be beginning their ministry and school year. 

-The work being done in Mt. Horeb, WI. 
-The work being done in Malawi.  

  
~Leslie B 
Reporter 

 

NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School) 

  

Psalm 121:1-2 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 School is about to start...already!  Depends on who you ask, but school starting can be scary, 
exciting, anticipated, dreaded, or maybe a combination of many.  Much has happened over the 
summer in Waco to try to best prepare for the 2019-2020 school year.  The busy summer activities 
included:  repairing many walls and doors, completing drywall changeover of the boys’ dorm 
bathrooms/laundry area, and installing new bathroom fixtures; drywall repairs at in the gym and 
locker room from water damage; roof leaks remedied; new lights installed in both gyms; and much 
work being done with our gym floor - more below.  Many items still need to be completed through 
this fall including concrete repairs and perimeter landscaping for improved water drainage.  
 We still have matching funds available that tie into our June appeal to help fund these repairs 
- up to $20,000 will be matched!  Contact Skip Bremer if you have any questions.  
 Gym floor - still working on making sure we have prevented all possible future problems with 
water issues in our gym.  More to come in the future, but delays beyond our control have pushed 
back the completion of the gym floor install.  We thank everyone for their patience as opening 
service will very likely be taking place in the south gym.  
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 Registration for school will be on either Sunday August 4
th

 or August 11
th

.  We ask that any 
parents who are bringing their students to the conditioning camp on August 4

th
 make use of that time 

to register to alleviate the numbers on the 11
th

.  
 Opening service and installation of our new teachers will be on Sunday, August 11

th
 at 4 p.m.  

Our new teachers on staff are:  Nathan Guhl - science, Rylee Weisensel - girls’ dorm and AD, Chris 
Beagle - boys’ dorm, and Bryan Walkley - boys’ dorm.  
 Please pray for our all of our teachers, staff, students, and families to have a successful and 
faithful year of setting our minds on things above - not on earthly things (Colossians 3:2).  
 Finally, a thank you to all who participated or supported the 12

th
 Annual Golf Classic at 

Crooked Creek Golf Course in Lincoln.  We enjoyed being able to have this event and the participants 
seemed to have a great time.  Mark your calendars!  Next year’s event will be July 25, 2020, back at 
Crooked Creek in Lincoln.  

Yours in Christ, 
-Skip Bremer, School Administrator  

 

Deacons 
 
 Thanks to all of you who helped to get the furniture moved when we were having the floors 
stripped and waxed.  It’s always a big job and we really appreciate your willingness to help out! 
 As you will recall, it was HOT for a few days in July.  The aging air conditioning unit for the 
school had a hard time keeping up with the temps.  We may need to get a fund going to replace that 
unit.  We’re talking funds in the tens of thousands.  Your offering dollars help to support the upkeep 
of our building.   
 School starts this month, so we hope to have a cleaning party to freshen up some areas for 
the first day.  Stay tuned to bulletin or email announcements. 
  The flower pots have been refreshed.  Our landscape volunteer waters the flowers daily—
thank you!   If you need some weed pulling therapy, we would be grateful if you would help to keep 
the weeds down in the center islands of the parking lot.  
 Summer goals include painting the exterior of the building, installing heat tape in the gutters, 
taking care of the trees, and painting Mrs. Fincham’s classroom. 
 We are working to maintain the grounds, but we need your help!  If you ever see some 
garbage, please pick it up!  If you see something that needs to be repaired or attended to, please 
contact the church office at 402-493-2550. 
 

Discipleship  
Summer Sunday School 

 

 Children are to gather in the sanctuary and will be divided into classes from there. 
 

Date Lesson Scripture Teacher Recess Craft Coordinator 

08/04 
Feeding of a 

Hundred 
2 Kings 4:42-44 Doug V Leslie B Amy V Ginger B 

08/11 An Axhead Floats 2 Kings 6:1-7 Jeremy K Kim S Joanna S Leslie B 

08/18 
Elisha Traps Blind 

Arameans 
2 Kings 6:8-23 Pastor K Joanna S --- Leslie B 

08/25 Hezekiah’s Illness 2 Kings 20:1-11 Pastor K Kim S --- Shonni J 
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The Vine 
A place where children grow in faith. 

 
”I am the Vine; you are the branches.”-JESUS 

(John 15) 
 

 There it was, a morning filled with all things red, white and blue!  The children were able to 
dig their hands into patriotic shaving cream, create patriotic beaded necklaces, and make patriotic 
tambourines!  The morning ended with a traditional red, white, and blue bomb pop outside on the 
picnic table.  It was a fantastic morning, with even a visitor from the community!  What a blessing!  

The last session of The Vine for the summer will be held on Wednesday, August 7
th

.  The 
theme is:  Summertime Fun: Sun, Seashells, and Picnics.  Sand and water games will be part of the 
morning activities, so make sure to either pack extra clothes for your child, or have them wear their 
swimming suits!     

If you have never been to The Vine, and want to check it out-NOW is your opportunity!  The 
Vine meets in Mrs. Roberts’ classroom from 9:00am-10:30am.  Bring your 0-age for 4 child and join in 
the fun!  Good news! Older siblings are also invited to The Vine during the summer months! 

Please let one of the pastors or the church office know if you ever have any questions. 
 
 

Stewardship 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please join us for our  

2
nd

 annual Gethsemane Golf Outing 

August 3
rd

, 2019 

 
 Join us for a day of fun and golf at Tregaron 
Golf Course!  This four-person scramble is open to 
everyone.  It will also present the opportunity to 
help us raise money to give our sign a much needed 
makeover! 

 Get in on our EARLY BIRD SPECIAL – $70 per person!   Sign up on or 
before July 21

st
 and receive $5 off per person / $20 per team!   

 After July 21
st
, the cost is $75 per person which includes: 18 Holes of 

 

Sunday, 

September 8 
 



8 
August                                                                                                                                                                                     2019 

golf with cart, raffle ticket, pin prizes and a buffet lunch following the event.  Golfers will play a 
“Scramble” and can sign up individually or to a specific three/foursome. 

Prizes will be awarded following the event. 
 Registration forms are located on the church bulletin board.  Payment information, as well as 
information regarding sponsoring a hole, is on those forms. 
 
 

 Men’s Softball 
 For any men that are interested in playing softball, Gethsemane has a 
team that plays during the fall in one of the Omaha rec leagues.  We will 
likely be playing on Sunday nights, and games will start the weekend 
following Labor Day and run through the end of October.  Cost is about $25-

$30 per person for registration and umpire fees, depending on how many we have on the final roster.  
All skill levels are welcome.  Please email the church office @ office@gethsemanelutheran.com if you 
are interested in playing. 
 
 

Book Club 
 I hope everyone had a great summer and is ready to get back into the swing of things.  Book 
Club resumes this month on the 27

th
 at 7 p.m. hosted by Jean R.  We had 3 books on our reading list 

for the summer ---  The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie 
Barrows; The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kieran; and Born a Crime by Trevor Noah.  We have yet 
to decide which one we'll discuss first.  Stay tuned to the bulletin for an update on which book.  
We're looking for more books for the rest of the year plus we'll be looking for hosts for each month. 

Becky G  
 
 

Call News 
 

 Pastor Koester returned the Divine Call to Trinity Lutheran in Crete, IL.  We pray that the 
Lord would give him renewed zeal and joy as he continues to serve God and his people here at 
Gethsemane, and we pray that God would send a servant of his choosing to Trinity. 
 
 

 

Travel Opportunities 
 

Holy Land Tour 
Pastor Koester invites you to join him in 2020 as he hosts a tour to experience the Holy Land.  This 
10-day Biblical tour of Israel includes stops at places significant in the life of Jesus and other people 
of the Bible.  We will be visiting the Sea of Galilee, the site of Jesus’ baptism at the Jordan, the 
Dead Sea, the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and other locations of note.  The tour will take place April 
14-23, 2020.  Hard copies of the informational brochure are located on the table in the fellowship 
hall.   Please speak with Pastor Koester if you are interested or have any questions. 
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