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th
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February, 2018 
 
 

ONLY OUT OF LOVE 
Galatians 4:12-16 

  
 
I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became like you.  You have done me no wrong.  
As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you.  Even though my 
illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn.  Instead, you welcomed 
me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself.  What has happened to all your 
joy?  I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and given 
them to me.  Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? 
  
 Taking a sharp pair of scissors out of the hands of a two-year-old can be a difficult thing to 
do.  The two-year-old will hold on to those scissors with all his might.  He will not like you for taking 
away his bright, shiny toy that has a colorful, orange handle.  Any loving parent, however, realizes 
that as much as the child will cry or throw a fit, the right thing to do – the safe thing to do – is to 
take those scissors away. 
  The Galatians were playing with a dangerous pair of scissors that had the potential of cutting 
them off from the Gospel of free forgiveness in Christ.  Having worked this far into Paul’s letter, we 
know that this sharp pair of scissors was the appealing sheen of law-works and their colorful handle 
which made them feel more confident that they could hold on to their forgiveness.  They were 
becoming upset with Paul because he was trying to take this away from them.  If they would only 
think back to how much Paul had loved them and how much they had loved him, they would realize 
that Paul had only their best interest in mind in saying what he said.  If only the two-year-old would 
think of the hugs and kisses, the warm meals and the glasses of juice, the box full of toys, and the 
comfortable bed he had to sleep in, he would realize that mom and dad were taking those scissors 
away only because they loved him and because they wanted to protect him. 
  The temptations we face in life may not be to add law-works to grace but they can be just as 
dangerous none the less.  When God uses fellow Christians to pry the knives of pride or the matches 
of materialism or the glass shards of hypocrisy out of our clenched fists, let’s realize that they love 
us and that they are only trying to do what is in our best spiritual interest. 
  
PRAYER:  Lord, make me willing to accept the rebuke and admonition of others when they see me 
falling into temptation and sin.  Assure me of my forgiveness in Christ and restore to me the joy of 
his salvation.  Amen.  

Pastor Helwig 
 

 
Voters’ Meeting has been moved to March 4, 2018, at 9:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 
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Join us on Wednesday nights, beginning February 14
th

, for midweek Lenten services.   
We will learn from four pastors how Jesus Christ is our Great High Priest. 

 
 
 

February 14
th

 – Ash Wednesday – 7 p.m. 
Hebrews 1:1-3 Jesus Is Our Great High Priest 

 
February 21

st
 – 7 p.m. 

Hebrews 5:7-9 Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest 
 

February 28
th

 – 7 p.m. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 Jesus Is Our Compassionate High Priest 

 
March 7

th
 – 7 p.m.  

Hebrews 10:5-12 Jesus Is Our Self-Sacrificing High Priest 
 

March 14
th

 – 7 p.m. 
Hebrews 13:10-16 Jesus Our Great High Priest Serves at a Great Altar 

 
March 21

st
 – 7 p.m. 

Hebrews 10:19-25 Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priests 
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School News  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 If you have had the chance to attend recent Sunday morning Bible 
study classes, you know that for the last few weeks parenting has been 
the topic.  Most people over the age of 20 or so know or can appreciate 
all of the work that goes into parenting.  The Bible study has made good 

use of its time by using the Word to direct and redirect Christian parents to some of the “what’s,” 
“how’s,” and “why’s” of dealing with situations, discipline, and the like. 
 That got me to thinking….  What would parents say is the number one challenge for the 
vocation of parenting?  The time it takes?  Surely.  The effort it demands?  No doubt.  But what about 
love?  Would that be an answer?  Or would some say love is the easy part?  What about larger 
families?  Would those parents say love is the challenge?  A larger family has a lot more in it to love.  
Could a parent wonder if they have enough love to give?  Maybe.  But I wonder if the larger challenge 
(in any family) regarding love is finding the right kind of love for each one.  Now you might think that 
is a pretty crazy statement, but give it another paragraph or two before you decide. 
 Do you love everyone the same?  A quick answer could be YES.  God tells us to love everyone.  
But give it a closer look.  Does a husband love his wife the exact same way that he loves his child?  
There are differences along with similarities.  Does a parent show love differently to one child 
compared to another? A quick answer could be NO.  But does one child need a “tough love” to guide 
them to a realization about their decisions and behaviors while “tough love” is just not applicable to 
another?  It’s not easy to be a parent, but without love the task becomes impossible. 
 I see a tie-in that can be made to teacher/students here as well.  Kids these days are coming 
from so many different kinds of homes compared with what was seen just 10-15 years ago.  If you go 
back 25 years or farther, you see an even greater difference in what the “standard” home life was or 
looked like.  Maybe a teacher has to show love to a certain student because they come from a single-
parent home where one or the other role model is missing in their life.  That love will look different 
compared to another student who comes from a two-parent home.  What about economic status?  
What about a different (or no) church/religious background?  What about learning disabilities?  Just 
like a parent, a teacher loves them all, but they have to turn their love into a Swiss Army Knife and 
approach each situation with the right “tool.”  
 How wonderful that our teachers can show love – more importantly the love of Christ – to our 
students!  How wonderful that the message of God’s love for sinners is not lost on our teachers, our 
students, our parents, how our teachers teach our students, and how/what our students learn! 
 February is the month of love.  But it is also our month of Christian Education Week.  Thanks 
be to God for a Christian congregation that supports a Christian school with Christian teachers, 
teaching Christian students on behalf of and in partnership with Christian parents, and all done in 
Christian love! 
 We celebrate what Christian education means to our church and school, our parents and 
students, our faculty and staff.  We realize, recognize, and acknowledge the great love our God has 
for us.  We use his love to set the example for how we love all of the people in our lives, our 
community, our ministries, and our world. 

God’s love be and abide with you all, 
Mr. Pederson 

+++ 
 Join us in celebrating Christian Education Week starting FEB 18 at church.  The school will 
keep things going with our annual celebration of Spirit Week leading into our basketball tournament 
at Nebraska Lutheran.  Look for information about any other activities related to our celebration – 
including a possible Tuition Assistance event, which of course will involve food! 
 We held our annual Kindergarten Round-Up on JAN 23.  That event kicked off our start at 
building our 2018-19 roster.  May God bless us with many little lambs to feed next school year!   
Please look for information in the coming weeks about registering for GLS for next year. 
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FOCE 
 (Friends Of Christian Education) 

 FOCE would like to THANK EVERYONE who helped with 
the Winter Festival!  Whether it was hanging streamers, running a game, helping in the kitchen, or 
donating prizes - we couldn't have made this night a success without you!  A special thanks to Carrie 
Helwig for her continued willingness to organize this event! 
 We will be purchasing the mats to place underneath the swings in the very near future - look 
for an email requesting recruits to install/place these when the weather permits. 
 Our spring fundraiser will start the beginning of March.  We are doing Butter Braids this year.  
More information will be sent out as the date gets closer!  These funds will close at the year and 
allow for the purchase of pianos for classrooms not equipped with them as well as fund our year end 
activities.   
 Our next meeting will be held February 13

th
 at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  We would love 

to see you there! 
Wendee M, President 

 

Box Tops for Education 
 Please submit Box Tops by February 21 for the spring submission.  Thank you clipping and 
turning them in!  There are marked Box Top boxes in the fellowship hall and school hallway. 

Dawn B 

 
 

OWLS  
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) 

 HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO BICYCLE ACROSS THE UNITED 
STATES?  
 Well, in 2016, Dan and Brianna McDonald did just that!  
Dan rode 4228 miles from Yorktown, VA to Astoria, OR in 66 days!  
Amazing?  Yes?  Brianna and her twin boys and Grandma Paula 
followed behind.  They followed the TransAmerica Trail and met 
fantastic people who actually reserved houses for cyclists, and 
had adventures along the way.  Brianna meanwhile took care of 
two young children, one with a handicap.  
 Their story is amazing; and Dan wrote a book, I LIKE TO 
RIDE, about the adventure.  It was a pleasure to hear from them!  
 Future meeting:  February 11, Presentation on Buffet 

Cancer Research Center at Gethsemane at 2 p.m.!  See you 

there!  

Dick V, President 

Sandy T, Secretary 
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WINGS 
(Women IN God’s Service)  

 The cold and cancelled school didn’t stop our annual Bunco 
night from happening in January!  Thank you to the familiar and new 
faces who were able to attend and make it a fun evening with 
entertaining gifts.  Thank you also to Carrie for opening your home to 
everyone once again!  
 Our next WINGS meeting is February 1

st
.  Snacks start at 6:45 

p.m., and the meeting starts at 7:00.  We will be discussing our funds raised from the silent auction 
and other spring events.  Please plan on attending! 
 As always, if you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Rachel Clayton, 
Shonni Johnson, Becky Golden, or myself. 

 ~Ginger B 
 
 
 

LWMS 
 (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 

“Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 
is the Head, that, Christ.” ~Ephesians 4:15 

 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who gave towards our Befriend a Missionaries!  Almost $200 

was donated towards the missionaries serving in the home and world mission fields.  This money will 
be used to purchase an Amazon gift card for each of the missionaries that we will send to them. 
Thank you for your sincere generosity!  I did not receive as much information as I would have liked 
from King of Kings Lutheran Church, so I truly appreciate it!  The display will be in the narthex 
through the end of the month, so feel free to check it out!   

The 2018 Prayer calendars can still be purchased for $10.00 through the LWMS website-
www.lwms.org.  This year’s calendar theme is kids c.a.r.e., and is also the 2

nd
 semester mission 

project for Gethsemane Lutheran School.  Such a neat calendar and mission project!   
Look for more information on the spring LWMS rally as it come available. 
The 55

th
 Annual LWMS Rally is in Green Bay, WI, on June 21-24, 2018!  The theme is, “Speak, 

O Lord, from the Valley to the World.”  The convention packet is on the bulletin board in the 
fellowship hall.  Consider Green Bay as your travel destination this summer!    

February Prayer Requests 
~Our Befriend a Missionaries. 

~The work being done in Mexico.  
-The work being done in Arkansas. 

~Leslie B 
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NELHS 
(Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School) 

 

 Winter activities update 
o The basketball season continues to roll along.  The boys’ team has the #4 seed and 

the girls’ team has the #5 seed in the CRC tournament.  Both teams won their opening 
round games. 

o Speech season has begun and every Saturday for the next month the team will be out 
competing. 

o Musical Tryouts have occurred and the cast is set for “Madagascar” which will be 
performed April 12, 13, and 15. 

o Quiz Bowl Tryouts have also occurred and the Varsity and JV teams have been 
selected.  Their season starts in February. 

 Call News 
o Pastor Gary Bode of Helena, Montana has been called to be our next campus pastor.  

We pray for him and his family as he deliberates where to serve. 
o Mr. Mark Ross of Onalaska, Wisconsin has returned the call to teach math, serve as 

activities director, and coach.  The board of directors will be meeting on February 11 
to issue another call for this position. 

 Support 
o The “This is Our School” campaign continues to grow.  As of this writing we have 44 

donors making gifts totaling $3,065 monthly which adds up to $36,780.   Please 
consider heading to our website at www.nelhs.org and joining this campaign. 

o If you have Thrivent products, right now is a perfect time to designate your Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to Nebraska Lutheran.  All Choice Dollars from 2017 can be designated 
up until March 31, and then they are gone. 

o Consider joining our Coin Up campaign which allows you to round up your everyday 
credit/debit card transactions and donates the “spare change” to NELHS.   Go to 
www.coinupapp.com to sign up.  So far we have 3 donors sending their spare change 
to NELHS. 

 Recruitment 
o Recruitment efforts continue. So far 14 students have enrolled to be freshmen next 

year.  If you know of a family whom we can contact to tell about our ministry, please 
e-mail Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or call 402-728-5236.   

 Upcoming Events 
o February 6: Grandparents’ Day at NELHS (to register or get more information about 

this day, contact Lisa at the NELHS office (402-728-5236 or ldressel@nelhs.org) 
o February 23-24: LES Basketball Tournament at NELHS 
o February 25-March 4: Spring Break 
o March 10: “Knight Out” at the German-American Society in West-Omaha.  We look 

forward to seeing many of you attend this night of fellowship and fundraising at the 
German American Society in Omaha.  We will be enjoying the music of Koine.  Contact 
Twila Fickel (tfickel@nelhs.org) for more information about attending this event.  We 
will also be seeking businesses and individuals to sponsor this night 

Mark O, Administrator 
 
 

http://www.nelhs.org/
http://www.coinupapp.com/
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
mailto:ldressel@nelhs.org
mailto:tfickel@nelhs.org
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Many questions come up as you consider sending your son or 
daughter to NELHS.   We are inviting you to come to an evening 

where you will have a chance to ask questions of the NELHS 
faculty, current parents, alumni, and alumni parents.    

 

Who’s invited:   Parents of students in grades 1-8 
 

Date:    Monday, February 5 
 

Time:   7:00 pm (a pizza supper will be provided by NELHS) 
 

Location:  Gethsemane Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall  
4040 N 108th St, Omaha, NE 68164 
 

Format: NELHS faculty will be there for you to ask questions about life at NELHS.  Also, 
there will be parents who currently have students at NELHS and parents who 
formerly have had students at NELHS to offer their perspectives on how the 
decision has affected their families and, of course, their children.  This will be 
a completely open forum. 

 

Every question is an important one! 
 

 

Deacons 
  The MUD inspection of the newly installed furnaces 
has been rescheduled for January 29

th
.  Hopefully, all will be 

well and we can officially cross that task off our lists. 
 We are working on trying to repair the ceiling fans that 

were installed in the sanctuary.  We’re also working on normal maintenance—changing furnace filters 
and making minor repairs.  With an aging building, things are wearing.  One of those items is the 
HVAC system in the 1998 school addition.  One of the gears in the dampers needed to be repaired 
since one classroom got up to 89 degrees many days!  We hope to find a solution to this soon. 
 Some of the items on the list including a carpet cleaning in the sanctuary.  Please take 
responsibility for any food items you bring into the sanctuary; and if they spill, please make sure you 
get the mess cleaned up yourself. 
 If you see anything that needs to be repaired or attended to, please let the church office 
know so the issues can be addressed. 
 Thank you for helping to keep our property in great shape! 

NELHS  
Prospective Omaha Parents  

Information Night 
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Discipleship 
Sunday School News 

 Sunday School starts each week at 9:15 
a.m.  Preschool through 6

th
 grade will meet in the 

sanctuary from 9:15-9:30 for the opening, offering, 
and songs and then will proceed with their teacher 
to their classrooms for their lessons.  7

th
 and 8

th
 

grade students will report to their classroom for 
their lesson.  Guests are always welcome! 
  Every student is important to our Sunday 
School classes.  Please help your child to be on 
time and attend as often as possible.  Join us for 
songs, stories, games, crafts and discussions that 

teach us God's Word.  We carefully prepare lessons each week and look forward to sharing God’s 
word with as many students as possible.  
 We'd love to fill up our classrooms with more students in February! 
 

 February  Sunday School Lessons for Preschool-6
th

 Grade 
4 – Joseph Becomes Ruler of Egypt  
11 – Special Activity 
18 – Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt 
25 – Joseph Tests His Brothers 

 

 A big thank you to all our teachers, helpers and substitutes who put in time, talents, and 
resources to have lessons and activities planned for their classes.  
 See you Sunday!   

Nickie L, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Book Club 
 With the unavailability of Elfi Lee for January, our book club 
group did not meet for the month.  But - we are planning to remain on 
schedule for February through April. 
 February sees us meeting on the 27

th
 at 7 p.m. at Liz Koester's to 

discuss What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarty.  We hope you'll be able to 
join us that evening.  We will continue with Jesus Cow by Michael Perry 
on March 27

th
 at Dawn Beck's and then with The Midnight Watch by 

David Dyer on April 24
th

 hosted by Jean Redford.  As always we continue 
to collect additional book ideas - so if you've read something good that 
you think our group would enjoy reading and discussing, just let me 
know. 
 We are still hoping to be able to arrange a date to hear Elfi Lee 
discuss her experiences as outlined in her book Watching Over Me: 
A World War II Story of Survival and a Quest for Peace so stay tuned to 
the bulletin or emails should we be able to get that arranged. 

Becky G 
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Call News  
Good Shepherd 

 Pastor Frederick Guldberg holds the Divine Call to serve at Good Shepherd.  Please keep him 
and Good Shepherd in your prayers.  
 Pastor Helwig continues to serve as the vacancy pastor there. 

 

NELHS 
 Pastor Gary Bode holds the call to be campus pastor at Nebraska Lutheran High School.  
Mr. Mark Ross has returned the call to teach math.  Next call meeting will be February 11th. 
 
 

Travel Opportunity 
 Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites you to join him and some other WELS 
members on a new travel adventure.  Instead of the usual land/bus tours he has hosted in the past, 
he is offering a thirteen day Scandinavia & St. Petersburg, Russia cruise tour.  The tour dates are 
September 12-24, 2018.  The ship is the luxurious Norwegian Breakaway, a five star Grand Class 

superliner of the Norwegian Cruise Line.  The ports of call 
include St. Petersburg, Russia, home of the world famous 
Hermitage Museum; Warnemunde, Germany, the gateway 
to the historic capital city of Berlin; Tallinn, Estonia, 
medieval city with its cobblestone streets and 
watchtowers; Helsinki, Finland with its ultra-modern 
architecture; Stockholm, Sweden with its intricate 
waterways; Copenhagen, Denmark, home of Hans 
Christian Anderson.  For a brochure describing the daily 

itinerary, General Conditions and costs, e-mail Pastor Humann at JHumann383@aol.com. 

 

Foster Parenting Opportunity 
 If you would like to become a foster parent, an opportunity to pursue this mission with faith-
based training and support from Christian Heritage will take place on Monday, February 5

th
 from 6 to 

9 p.m.  Flyers with registration information are located on the table in the southwest corner of the 
fellowship hall.  Help yourself! 

 

mailto:JHumann383@aol.com

