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HEIR IN TRAINING 
Galatians 4:1-7 

  
What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he 
owns the whole estate.  He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  
So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  But 
when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem 
those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father."  So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 
  
 In the unfortunate circumstance that a child’s parents die while that child is still a minor, 
generally speaking (depending on how their will was set up) that child will not receive his full 
inheritance until he turns 18 or even 21 or perhaps even until after he finishes college.  Certainly, 
there will be provisions in the will to take care of the child’s needs while he is a minor and 
technically he will own everything that his parents owned but his parents would have been foolish to 
simply turn over the whole estate to a 10-year old.  His designated legal guardians will manage that 
estate until the child has become mature enough to manage the estate for himself. 
  Paul uses such an illustration to explain the ceremonial law’s purpose in the Old Testament.  
The time hadn’t come yet for God to send his Son into the world.  In the meantime, God’s Old 
Testament people needed something in place to train them and to prepare them for the coming of 
God’s Son into the world – like the legal guardians who train and take care of the minor child.  
  But then the time fully came . . . God sent his Son into the world.  He was born of a woman – 
he took on human flesh to take our place.  He was born under law – the One who gave the Law (here, 
the Ten Commandments) was now required to keep the Law.  He was born to redeem those under 
law – Jesus came to buy us back from the requirements of the law that condemned us.  The result is 
that we who believe in Jesus now have the full rights of sons.  We turned 18, you might say.  We are 
no longer under the training and preparing of the Old Testament ceremonial law.  We are free from 
such things as we bask in the forgiveness of sins that comes with the full rights of being God’s 
children.  That includes the privilege of addressing the holy God as “Father.”  That includes the 
inheritance that is waiting for us in heaven. 
  
PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, as I consider what you have done for me, make me a grateful child.  
Amen. 

Pastor Helwig 
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School News  

The old has gone; the new has come!  
 As we tear off another calendar page, a weird thing happens – 
there aren’t any left!  The 12-month 2017 calendar has given us all it has 
to give.  And as it comes off the wall, we pause for a moment or two, flip 
through its pages, and remember.  We remember the different pictures 
that showed up and all of the “red letter dates.”  We might see jottings 
for appointments, circles around anticipated events, or X’s showing a 
countdown of some sort.  We could try to recall any good intentions we 

had in mind as 2017 started, any hopes as spring or summer neared, any plans or vacations that came 
to pass (or fell apart), the busyness of late summer, really getting into the groove of things by fall, 
and then waiting and wondering when the cold and snow would arrive.  Whew!  Glad that’s all over! 
 Lather, rinse, repeat.  How much really changes when the last digit of the year goes “+1”?  
Maybe things at work are on more of a calendar cycle.  Things may have a restart of sorts but really 
are the same as they were prior to Christmas.  I suppose we have to mind our dates when writing 
checks.  We’d presume the Reformation buzz would simmer down (since nobody really celebrates the 
501

ST 
anniversary of anything).  Here at school, our second semester has little or slight differences 

from SEM 1.  For all of the hoopla, maybe a new year isn’t THAT big of a deal.  By way of looking at 
the new calendar going up on the wall, the cycle of life seems to be pretty predictable, possibly 
lacking excitement. 
 But 2018 has plenty to offer – even if it looks to come across similar to 2017.  It’s the start of 
another calendar year of God’s grace.  2018 is another chance at 12 more months of mercy.  It kicks 
off 365 days of living under the guiding hand of the 3-in-1.  2018 will have 52 weeks of opportunities 
to witness to, serve, and love those around us in our lives.  This new year will have four quarters to 
again “work while it is day.”  So, I guess it’s not so much of looking at ’18 as a cookie cutter version 
of ’17 – rather an opportunity to thank God for all that he did for us, with us, in spite of us.  2018 is 
an opportunity to anticipate all that HE has in store for us moving forward from one year to the next. 
 God be with his people, 

Mr. Pederson 

+ + + 
 

 2018 will give us our second half of celebrating the 70
TH

 year of education at GLS through 
God’s people at Gethsemane.  We look forward to the last half of this special year. 
 Our first semester chapel offering destination was Peace Lutheran Church in Rio Rancho, New 
Mexico.  Peace Church was robbed on several occasions in the days prior to falling victim to an 
arsonist.  We gathered over $420 for them to help them get their place of worship back to normal.  
We thank God for gifts of love and the opportunities we have to help those in need. 
 As JAN/FEB click by, we will be making plans for the 2018-19 school year.  Look for 
information from GLS and the School Board in the near future. 
 
 

FOCE 
 (Friends Of Christian Education) 

 FOCE has closed out 2017 by crossing several things off of our list.  At 
our last meeting in November, it was voted to pursue and purchase the mats 
for under the swing sets as well as search and purchase pianos for the 
classrooms which do not currently have them.   
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 We also closed out the year with the  GLS students’ annual Christmas caroling at two assisted 
living facilities here in Omaha.  FOCE provides the busing for this school activity, and we thank the 
kids and teachers for their efforts to continue this tradition! 
 150 goodie bags were assembled and handed out following our children’s service in 
Bennington!   
 The annual bowling party at Maplewood Lanes was a success with 109 bowlers having fun and 
celebrating the end of the semester! 
 We have our Winter Festival coming up on January 26th in the fellowship hall.  If you are 
interested in helping or donating prizes, please contact any FOCE gal and let them know!  We hope to 
see many of our GLS and GLC friends at this fun night! 

Wendee M, President 
 

Hy-Vee Cash for Students 
 Please bring in your HyVee receipts dated between September 1 and December 31 and place 
them in the collection boxes located on the table in the southwest corner of the fellowship hall and 
in the school hallway. 
 
 

Box Tops for Education 
 Please submit your Box Tops now to go towards our spring submission.  We received a check 
for $340.90 following our fall submission.  Thank you for clipping and saving your Box Tops!   
 Our next submission deadline is March 1

st
!  I will be mailing them out on February 21 before 

our school spring break.  Happy New Year!  
Dawn B 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OWLS  
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) 

   

 Thirty-five members and guests met on December 10
th

 for our holiday 
dinner and annual elections.  New officers for 2018 are: Dick V, President; Dick 
A, Vice President; Sandy T, Secretary/Treasurer. 
 December was OWLS giving month!:   

 Twenty-two of our members participated in buying Christmas presents for 
ENOA (Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging.  This year that organization 
provided over 1,000 presents for 650 people.  Although we made a small 
contribution, all felt it was a very worthwhile project.  

 We collected and distributed 88 pounds of food to the Omaha Pantry. 
 Over 30 scarves were given to the homeless by tying them to trees 

with a note to take them if they were cold from “someone who 
cared.”  We also gave some to the Lydia House to distribute. 

 A card writing campaign was started for wounded servicemen at 
Walter Reed Hospital.  

 After all that, we had enjoyed a Christmas Dinner with piano music by 
Leslie B. 
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 Mark your calendars and plan to attend our meetings in 2018.  Here’s what we plan to do: 
 

 January 14
th

 – 2 p.m. at Gethsemane – We originally had planned to hear the presentation by 
Elfie Lee about her book “Watching Over Me” about her experience as a child in Germany 
during WWII; however, Elfie is ill and had to postpone her presentation.  Activity is TBD.   

 February 11 - 2 p.m. at Gethsemane - After a soup feed, we will hear a presentation by Terry 
B on the new Buffet Cancer Center.  We hope to follow that up with a tour of the center at a 
later time. 

 March 11 – 2 p.m. at Good Shepherd - We will hear about conditions in Puerto Rico from 
someone who was there to witness it firsthand.  
 

 We have lots more planned for 2018, so come to our meetings and see.  Happy new year to all 
from the OWLS!! 

Dick V, President 

Sandy T, Secretary 

 

 

Card/Meditation Recycling  
 The OWLS would like your old Christmas cards and Meditations 
booklets!  They use them to make book marks and provide devotionals for 
Prison Ministries.  There is a box on the table in the fellowship hall in 
which you can put your items.  Thank you for your help! 
 

 
 

WINGS 
(women IN God’s Service)  

 Thank you very much to Tracey K for hosting the WINGS 
Christmas party.  The ladies had a great time for our December 
fellowship night! 
 We also wanted to say a big thank you for all those that 
contributed to the meal for the NELHS Christmas concert, and 
those that helped to serve or clean up.  Everything was greatly 
appreciated! 
 Our annual Bunco night will be held at the home of Carrie 
H on January 11

th
 at 7:00 p.m.  Feel free to also bring a snack or 

white elephant gift to share!  
 As of now, the fall Silent Auction has raised over $1,600.  We will discuss and vote on 
allocating our funds at our next WINGS meeting. Our next WINGS meeting is February 1

st
 at 6:45 p.m. 

Please plan on attending!  
 Thank you for all of your support to WINGS!  If you have any questions or suggestions, please 
feel free to contact Rachel C, Becky G, Shonni J, or myself.  

~Ginger B 
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LWMS 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." -Jeremiah 29:11 
 
  Happy New Year!  This is one of my favorite passages, and a fitting one for the new year. 
 I apologize for the delay in the Befriend A Missionaries display board!  I think that I have it 
finally all figured out!  The BAM display board will be displayed in the narthex during the month of 
January.  As a congregation, we will be sending them Amazon gift cards.  We will be taking a door 
offering on the weekends of January 13

th
-14

th
 and 20

th
-21

st
 to collect these funds.  What a wonderful 

opportunity to serve! 
~Leslie B 

 
 
 

NELHS 
 
 

(Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School) 
 

 Winter sports update 
o Boys’ basketball has started very strong and as of this writing has a 6-1 record.  

Included in those wins was a championship at the Martin Luther College Tip-off 
tournament. 

o Girls’ basketball has also started strong and now has a record of 5-2 and also won the 
championship at the MLC tournament. 

 Call News 
o Tutors Miranda Maasz and Jake Ziel have accepted calls to teach at Divine Savior 

Academy in Doral, FL.  As third year tutors, they are eligible to receive “normal” calls 
as they will have completed their service to NELHS at the end of the school year. 

o Kathy Stern has accepted a call to teach math at Fox Valley Lutheran High School. Her 
husband Phil, principal at Trinity Lutheran School in Waco, also accepted a call to Fox 
Valley Lutheran High School to teach religion and social studies.  We thank Kathy and 
Phil for their decades of service to Nebraska Lutheran and the Nebraska district. 

o Pastor Steven Bode of Allenton, WI has returned the call to be our campus pastor.   
o On January 7, the board of directors will be meeting to issue a call for campus pastor 

and for a teacher (math, activities’ director, coaching). 

 Support 
o The “This is Our School” campaign continues to grow.  As of this writing we have 44 

donors making gifts totaling $3,065 monthly which adds up to $36,780.   Please 
consider heading to our website at www.nelhs.org and joining this campaign. 

o As we reach the mid-point of our fiscal year, things are tightening financially.  Please 
consider a special gift to your school at this time of year. 

 Recruitment 
o Recruitment efforts continue. So far 14 students have enrolled to be freshmen next 

year.  If you know of a family whom we can contact to tell about our ministry, please 
e-mail Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or call 402-728-5236.   

http://www.nelhs.org/
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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o January 15: MLK shadow day (we encourage prospective students to come check out 
NELHS on this day).  See your Pastor or Lutheran school principal for more 
information. 

 Upcoming Events 
o December 20-January 2: Christmas break 
o January 13: Basketball parent’s night 
o January 15: MLK shadow day 
o February 5: NELHS Open Forum at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Omaha 
o February 6: Grandparent’s Day at NELHS 
o February 23-24: LES Basketball Tournament at NELHS 
o March 10: “Knight Out” at the German-American Society in West Omaha. 

Mark Otte, Administrator 
 

Nebraska Lutheran  
“Shadow Day” 

When: Monday, January 15 
 

Who: 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students who are interested in NELHS or possible high school students who are 
considering transferring to NELHS. 
 

Why: Many schools have this Monday off due to it being Martin Luther King Jr. Day.   Nebraska 
Lutheran is in session.   This is a great opportunity for potential students to come and spend a day 
shadowing some of our current students during a normal school day to see what high school is like 
without missing time from their own school. 
 

Schedule: First hour begins at 8:25, if you can’t make it by then, chapel starts at 9:59.  When the 
student arrives, they will be assigned to one of our current students to shadow.  They will stay with 
them all day.  Lunch is on NELHS.  School ends at 3:31.  If your student would like to stay and watch 
after school practices (boys basketball, girls basketball, and cheerleading), they are welcome to stay.  
Those practices all finish by 6:00, but your student can be picked up at any time. 
 

Ride help: The principals of our Lutheran elementary schools will be meeting at NELHS that day also 
and should be able to help provide rides for the students. 
 

How to register: Contact Mr. Otte at motte@nelhs.org and let him know who is coming and when 
they will be arriving.  He’ll take care of arranging the NELHS host student. 
 

Deadline: Thursday, January 11   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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Many questions come up as you consider sending your son or 
daughter to NELHS.   We are inviting you to come to an evening 

where you will have a chance to ask questions of the NELHS 
faculty, current parents, alumni, and alumni parents.    

 

Who’s invited:   Parents of students in grades 1-8 
 

Date:    Monday, February 5 
 

Time:   7:00 pm (a pizza supper will be provided by NELHS) 
 

Location:  Gethsemane Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall  
4040 N 108th St, Omaha, NE 68164 
 

Format: NELHS faculty will be there for you to ask questions about life at NELHS.  Also, 
there will be parents who currently have students at NELHS and parents who 
formerly have had students at NELHS to offer their perspectives on how the 
decision has affected their families and, of course, their children.  This will be 
a completely open forum. 

 

Every question is an important one! 
 

 

Deacons 
 It ’s winter!  And along with the cooler temps, we’ve 
had a little snow.  The parking lot was cleaned off a couple of 
times already.  Unfortunately, subzero temps aren’t really 
conducive to melting, even with a bright sun.  Please be super 
careful because of slick surfaces.  Ice melt is available to use 
by each door as is a shovel.  Please help if you see something 

that needs to be attended to.  Please make use of the ice melt, if needed.  If you use last of it, 
please let the office know so we can order more.  Without a full time maintenance person, we 
appreciate everyone pitching in to help out. 
 Thank you to everyone who contributed to our HVAC campaign!  The new system will be 
installed the first week of January.  It’s such a blessing to be warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer!   
 If you see anything that needs to be repaired or attended to, please let the church office 
know so the issues can be addressed. 
 Thank you for helping to keep our property in great shape! 
 

NELHS  
Prospective Omaha Parents  

Information Night 
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Discipleship 
Sunday School News 

Happy New Year! 
 Sunday School is ready to kick off 2018 with all students in 
preschool through 8

th
 grade.  Guests are always welcome, too.  Join us 

for songs, stories, games, crafts and discussions that teach us God's 
Word. 

 Sunday School starts each week at 9:15 a.m.  Preschool through 6
th

 grade will meet in the 
sanctuary from 9:15 to 9:30 for the opening, offering, and songs and then will proceed with their 
teacher to their classrooms for their lessons.  7

th
 and 8

th
 grade students will report to their classroom 

for their lesson.  
 Every student is important to our Sunday School classes.  Every student brings their own 
questions and understanding of the Bible lessons and brings each of us new things to think about. 
Please help your child to be on time and attend as often as possible. We carefully prepare lessons 
each week and look forward to sharing God’s word with as many students as possible.  
 January Sunday School Lessons for Preschool-6

th
 Grade 

7 – Jacob’s Dream 
14 – Jacob and Laban 
21 – Joseph Is Sold by His Brothers 
28 – Joseph in Potiphar’s House and in Prison 

 A big thank you to all our teachers, helpers and substitutes who put in time, talents, and 
resources to have lessons and activities planned for their classes.  
 See you Sunday!  

Nickie L, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Christmas For Kids 
 Gethsemane held its annual Christmas 4 Kids on December 9.  
Thanks to the efforts of some great planners and volunteers, a great 
morning was had by all!  60 children were in attendance (from 3 years 
of age to children in 5

th
 grade) and were able to learn again the story of 

Christmas from God's Word.  Decorating (and eating) Christmas cookies, 
enjoying craft time, singing songs and playing games rounded out the activities.  These stations, of 
course, were manned by approximately 25 volunteers (teens and adults).   
 Special thanks goes out to all who helped run the activities, lead children from one activity to 
another, prepare lunch, and donate all the necessary food for the day.  God certainly has blessed us 
with a wonderful children's ministry and with another successful Christmas 4 Kids! 
 

Interactive Faith Online Bible Study 
 Start 2018 in the Word!  Join fellow Christians around the country for the next interactive 
faith Bible study starting January 10

th
.   

 Rev. Daniel Habben, St. John’s, Saint John, Antigua, will lead this study called “Isaiah:  God 
confronts and comforts his people.”  Seven hundred years before the arrival of God’s Son, the Holy 
Spirit worked especially hard through the prophet Isaiah to get the people of his day to turn from 
their sin and embrace their Savior.  Habben will examine how through the words of Isaiah, God still 
confronts and comforts his people today. 
 This five-week study on the first 12 chapters of Isaiah will be streamed live at 6 and 8 p.m. 
(central time) every Wednesday night between January 10

th
 and February 7

th
.  Hope you can join in! 

 Go to wels.net/interactivefaith to participate! 
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Stewardship 
 Cleaning, ushering, counting, kitchen towel laundry and altar care schedules have been 
finalized for 2018.  If you were not a recipient of a schedule in an area in which you’d like to serve, 
please contact the church office.   
 The Board of Stewardship is looking to update the current Time and Talent sheets.  A copy of 
what you signed up for last year will be placed in your member mailbox soon.  Please take a moment, 
look it over, and make any changes you wish.  There are also blank Time and Talent Sheets to fill out 
as well.  We would like each confirmed member to fill out their own Time and Talent Sheet.  Please 
put the completed Time and Talent sheet in Tim’s mailbox, #186. 
 Offering envelopes for 2018 have been distributed.  If you didn’t receive envelopes and would 
like one, please contact the church office.  If you got them and won’t use them, please return them 
to box #21 or to the church office so they can be used for someone else.  Please discard any from last 
year as your number has changed.   
 Please look for your offering statements by the end of January.   
 
   

Altar Care 
 Thank you to everyone who signed up to help in 2018.  There were enough people this year 
that we were able to put 2 people per month for 5 out of the 12 months!  This makes it so much nicer 
for everyone and makes the work go quickly.   
 Those that are new to altar care, I will work with you on your first weekend set up.  I also 
send out a reminder the week just prior to your scheduled month of service.  Anyone wanting help 
with their month of service please ask.  Also I'm always willing to do the parament changes if you let 
me know you want me to.  
 As far as hanging & changing banners, I take care of these.  I have found the 7

th
 & 8

th
 graders 

to be very willing helpers. 
 Again thank you.  I hope everyone has a blessed 2018. 

Jean R 

 

Book Club 
 I hope everyone had a joyous and blessed 
Christmas and New Years!  Unbelievably it's time to 
get back into the regular swing of things.  In 
January we had planning to attend the presentation 
by Elfi Lee regarding her book Watching Over Me:  
A World War II Story of Survival and a Quest for 
Peace; however, Elfi is ill and is unable to make 
that date.  Please stay tuned to emails and future 
bulletins for book club updates.   

 

 The rest of our winter/spring reading schedule looks like this: 
 

 February 27
th

 - Liz K hosting - discussing What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarty 

 March 27
th

 - Dawn B hosting - discussing Jesus Cow by Michael Perry 
 April 24

th
 - Jean R hosting - discussing The Midnight Watch by David Dyer 

  

 We look forward to seeing you whenever you have a chance to join us. 

 
Becky G 
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Call News  
Good Shepherd 

 The saints at Good Shepherd have extended a Divine Call to Pastor Joseph Berg, who is 
currently serving at Nain Lutheran Church in West Allis, WI.  He is 37 years old and single.  He was 
assigned to Nain right out of the Seminary. He has been there nine years.  This is his first Call.  
Please keep him and Good Shepherd and Nain in your prayers.  
 Pastor Helwig continues to serve as the vacancy pastor. 

 

Gethsemane 
 In November, Pastor Helwig received a Divine Call to serve at St. Peter Lutheran Church and 
School in Weyauwega, WI.  St. Peter is a congregation of 1,077 souls with a K-8 school of 110 
students.  One of their pastors recently accepted a Call and their lead pastor plans to retire soon 
after the new pastor arrives and slides into that lead pastor role.  At that point, the congregation 
would call a second pastor. 
 In early December, Pastor announced his decision to return the Call that the members of St. 
Peter had extended to him and stay here in Omaha. 
 
 

 In early December, Miss Jennifer Hunt received a Call to serve at St. Matthew's Lutheran 
School in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, to teach 5th grade and music.  St. Matthew's is a 3K-8th school 
with about 130 children. 
 We are happy to report that after the holidays, she returned the call they extended to 
her and will continue serving here at Gethsemane. 
 

NELHS 
 Pastor Bode returned the Divine Call extended to him to be campus pastor at Nebraska 
Lutheran High School.  NELHS will call again on January 7th.   
 

Congratulations!! 
 

To our December college graduate and our recent retirees! 
 


