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Saved by Grace 

When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. Titus 3:4-5  

  
 What can happen if you forgot to close the gate in your back yard and you let the dog 
out?  You were 99% sure you closed it.  What might happen if you are 99% sure you turned the 
stove off before you left the house?  We don’t like to be less than 100% sure of something; it 
makes us uncomfortable that something bad can happen.  
 That’s why we really like the word GRACE.  For the past 500 years the Lutheran church 
has focused on the fact that the Bible tells us very plainly that we are saved by grace.  God tells 
us that he has done everything for our salvation, and he gives eternal life to us as a free gift—
there is nothing we have to do for it.  This is an amazing message of good news! 
 However, the proclamation of God’s Word wasn’t always clear.  For many years the 
message of the Bible was not made available to everyone.  People went to church, they 
confessed their sins, they heard the priest tell them to go and do certain things and then maybe, 
hopefully they might make it into heaven.  How would people ever know if they did enough, or if 
they were good enough?  They were led to believe that Jesus’ life and death were not enough; 
they still had to contribute in some way for their salvation.  Even after they died, someone still 
might need to do something to help them finally reach heaven.  Imagine the doubt.  
 The Word of God removes all doubt about our salvation.  The Bible teaches us:  “When 
the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things 
we had done, but because of his mercy.”  Salvation does not depend on what we do, but entirely 
on what Jesus Christ came to do for us.   
 Jesus had great mercy on us.  In his love he died the death we deserved and rescued us 
from our sins.  By faith in him as our Savior, we have complete confidence of eternal life in 
heaven. 
 This is the main message of the Bible that we preach and teach in the Lutheran church.   
We are saved by grace through Jesus.  Please come and hear it for yourself. 
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NOT AFRAID TO CALL HIS BLUFF 

Galatians 2:11-14 
  
When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to 
his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.  
Before certain men came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles.  But when they arrived, he 
began to draw back and separate himself from 
the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who 
belonged to the circumcision group.  The other 

Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.  When 
I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of 
them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew.  How is it, then, that you 
force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 
  
 To his critics in Galatia and to those believers who were beginning to side with those critics, 
Paul now gives a specific example from his own life and from the life of Peter that demonstrates the 
lengths he was willing to go to in order to defend the Gospel.  
  Peter had been spending some time with the believers – both Jews and Gentiles – in the city 
of Antioch.  The believers in Antioch had so embraced God’s Gospel of free forgiveness that in 
Christian liberty both Jews and Gentiles would eat together and they would eat kosher foods together 
or they would have a pig roast together.  While he visited these Christians, Peter joined them as they 
practiced their Christian liberty.  He ate pork with them – with both Jews and Gentiles – and he 
wasn’t wrapped up in following the Jewish customs.  
  Things changed however when several Jews from Jerusalem arrived on the scene.  That’s 
when Peter began to draw back from the Gentiles.  He put down the ham sandwich and reverted to 
the practice of the Jews segregating themselves from the Gentiles.  This was total hypocrisy on his 
part.  More than that – it sent a wrong message to both the Jews and the Gentiles in Antioch:  
perhaps being a Jewish Christian and submitting to the old ceremonial laws made you a better 
Christian than being just a Gentile Christian who had to settle for salvation by faith alone.  What 
made Peter’s actions even worse was that he had led others into this hypocrisy by his public 
example.  Since this sin was public and since it affected other people (teaching them wrong doctrine) 
and since it threatened the very heart of the Gospel, Paul had to rebuke and correct Peter publicly.  
  God doesn’t tolerate false teaching and poor examples of Christian living that lead others 
away from Christ.  Paul didn’t tolerate false teaching and poor examples of Christian living that led 
others away from Christ.  And neither can we. 
  
PRAYER:  Lord of the Church, may my words and my actions always give a clear confession of Christ 
and what he has done for me.  Amen. 
 
 

 

School News  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Two weeks ago, I attended the second funeral of a former GLS student.  This student 
attended GLS for PreK through 4

TH
 grade back in the early 2000’s.  I personally hadn’t seen much of 

this student after his time at GLS was over.  Part of the family moved away more recently as well. 
 It was an interesting service for a few reasons.  One, I had never seen a funeral where the 
attendees so outnumbered the seating capacity.  Two, I had never led a funeral service before (I 
thank Pastor Helwig for helping and overseeing my message).  And three, I hadn’t seen the person for 
over 10 years.  In the writing of the devotion, I felt that there was only so much I could say 
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personally since I hadn’t had contact with this person for such a long time.  I also felt that there was 
only so much I could say since I had no contact with the spiritual life of this person for such a long 
time.  It made for a tough start to writing that devotion.  However, I knew fully what I could say 
based on the person’s baptism and his time at Gethsemane Lutheran School and Preschool.  That 
really was the only comfort I could take, and the only comfort I could give.  But it was enough.   

 In addition, it made me proud to know what Mrs. Hodges (PreK), Mrs. 
Pederson (K), Mrs. Nunez (1-2

ND
), and Mr. Heldman (3-4

TH
) did with their time 

with this student – and every other student they had or have had.  To think that 
for a brief part of this person’s life he was surrounded by God’s Word for over 
1,000 hours annually in Christian education meant a lot to me.  It meant a lot to 
my mind thinking about his life, my life, this school, and our ministry together.  
My prayer is that this family also can lean on the power of baptism, the Word, 
and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 God be praised that we offered God’s Word through Christian education 

to that person – and to his family.  It was a long time ago, but it made an impact.  As we start to 
close in on the end of this school year, through this event my heart is renewed in my belief of just 
how important God’s Word is in the lives of our students, our families, and our community – no 
matter how long they attend our school or how long they have been gone from GLS. 
 Thank you for supporting and providing God’s Word to the young people of our church and 
community. 

Mr. Pederson 

+++ 
With another calendar change, comes another slate of events and activities.  April is the month of 
our Spring Musicals for K-5

TH
 (APR 6-7), GLC’s Easter-4-Kids (APR 8), Palm Sunday singing (APR 9), 

Mid-Q4 (APR 13), Easter Break (APR 14-17), and the Plymouth Track Meet (APR 29).  In addition, 7-8
TH

 
grade students from GLS and Good Shepherd are making a trip to Washington, D.C., in the late part 
of APR.  We will even get a chance to stop in Indiana and stay at Pastor (Vicar) Brenner’s church. 
 
 
 

FOCE 

 (Friends Of Christian Education)  
 

 FOCE has been BUSY this last month!!  The last picnic table is in 
place (thank you, Bruce and Jeremy) and 4,000 pounds of mulch has 
been spread around the playground (thank you 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders)!  We 

would not have been able to make this happen without the continued 
support of all of our GLS/GLC families!   
 We are currently in full-swing with our Spring Fundraiser - 
Eileen's Cookies!  If anyone needs a cookie fix, contact a student or one 
of the FOCE gals.   
 Our next meeting date is currently under discussion and will be 
announced at a later date.  We are looking forward to serving treats 
following the spring musicals and have several other items slated on our 
future calendar.  Keep an eye out for emails!  
 Thanks to all who continue to help and support FOCE and their 
many projects! 

Wendy M, President 
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OWLS  
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) 

 
 The March meeting was an exciting 
one on the road. A group of 14 rallied at the 
Block Tea Room for lunch in Doniphan, NE.  
A delicious half-chicken salad croissant, 
garden salad and a cookie lunch was served 
with a brief meeting to follow.  Time was 
allowed to browse the antiques, gifts, 
jewelry, toys and home décor items for sale 
in this quaint little shop on the “main drag.”   
 The remainder of the day was spent 
combing through the exhibits at the Stuhr 
Museum and adjacent Fonner Rotunda.  
Next stop was the Crane Trust Nature and 
Visitor Center.  Learning about the yearly 
migration of these birds and their unique 

habits was extremely interesting.  The cranes, however, were too busy eating in the fields to provide 
us with much entertainment.  Instead of waiting to observe their sunset flocking, we moved on to 
York and enjoyed fine dining at the highly recognized Chances R restaurant. 
 

Upcoming events discussed: 

 Pathfinders, March 25 at 2:00 p.m. lunch at J’s Restaurant prior to.  

 CHANGE IN PLANS!!! – Our April 23
rd

 meeting is at the Durham museum 

where we will gather around 2 p.m. for soda fountain refreshments and a 

walk-around visit of the museum displays.  Admission is $7.00.  There will be 

a special exhibit on display. (“Searching for the Seventies” focusing on the 

politics, society, and economy of the landmark period in our history) 

 In May, we honor our fallen veterans on Memorial Day at Omaha’s Memorial 

Park, May 29 (Monday) around 11:00 a.m.  Exact time will be determined.  Meeting and lunch 

after is at Beacon Hills in Aksarben Village.  Because of limited parking, it may be necessary 

to congregate and share rides. 
 

  Visitors are welcome!  Contact Dick or Sandy if you are interested in coming.  

  Richard V, President 

 
 

WingS 
(Women IN God’s Service)  

 WINGS will be having its annual kitchen cleaning on Thursday, 
April 20

th
 at 6:30 p.m.  Stay tuned for a sign up with a list of jobs that 

will need to be done.  Please consider donating your time, even if you 
can't make it that evening, by taking care of one of the tasks.  Your 
help is greatly appreciated! 
 Coming up in May you have the opportunity to become a newly 
elected officer.  Contact one of our current officers for more 
information.  This is by no means a challenging task and is a great way 
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to become more involved.  Even if you are not interested in becoming an officer, please consider 
attending one of our future meetings or fellowship opportunities.  We would love to have new and 
familiar faces! 

In Christ, 
Rachel C, Secretary 

 
 

 

LWMS 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society)  

“He’s Risen!” 
 

Save the date!  The Spring LWMS Rally will be held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Omaha on Saturday, April 22

nd
.  The rally will begin at 9:00 a.m., and will finish at 12:30 p.m., with a 

lunch to follow.  The speaker is Linda Liesner, who is the (CAMM) Central African Medical Mission 
Committee Chairperson.  Make your plans to attend!  It will be an uplifting morning, hearing about 
the mission work being done in Africa!   

Unfortunately, I am still waiting for information regarding the new Befriend a Missionaries.  I 
am hoping to have information to share with you after the spring rally.  

Want to take a trip to Florida?  This summer is your chance!  The 54
th

 Annual LWMS 
Convention will be held in Orlando, Florida, June 22

nd
-25

th
, 2017!  Our NE-IA Circuit has a Send One 

Sister program, and will give money towards one lady in our circuit who would like to attend her first 
convention!  If you are thinking about attending your first convention, let me know!  I would love to 
connect you to the Send One Sister program!   

April Prayer Requests 
~Our new Befriend a Missionaries 
~The work being done in Africa 

-Pastor Helwig, as he deliberates the Calls that he currently holds.  
Leslie B 

~Reporter 
 
 
 

 

NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran 

High School) 
 

 Extra-curricular update: 
o Boys varsity basketball finished with a record of 19-6 which sets the record for wins in 

a season.  The team also advanced to the district final game (one game from state) 

for the first time in our boys basketball team history. 

o The NELHS speech team finished in 3
rd

 place at both conference and districts and has 

9 individuals in 7 different events who have qualified for the state meet.  

o The NELHS track team is off and running with about 45 participants. 

o The NELHS soccer team has begun competition and is 0-1 so far. 
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 Association News: 
o Tutor Alex Mielke has accepted the call from Rocky Mountain Lutheran High School to 

serve as their Spanish instructor.   We wish God’s blessings to Tutor as he continues 
his ministry at our sister school to the west.   NELHS will be filling his position with a 
Martin Luther College graduate. 

o The “Knight Out” on March 11 had over 100 in attendance and raised approximately 
$10,000 to help upgrade our dorm furniture. 

o At the bi-annual NELHS Association Meeting on March 12, the delegates approved a 
$1.4 million budget for 2017-2018 which is about a 3.5% increase over last year’s 
budget.   The delegates also heard many reports on the state of NELHS at this time.   
The academics, extra-curriculars, and spiritual components of the high school seem to 
be as strong as they have ever been. There is some concern financially as lower 
donations and some unbudgeted expenses have made for some very tight times 
presently.  As of the end of February, NELHS needs $219,000 in donations from our 
congregations and individuals to meet budgeted amounts. 

o “This is Our School” Campaign 
As of today, we have 18 donors supporting our school monthly with $1,285 for a total 
of $15,420 a year.  Please pray about this and consider making Nebraska Lutheran 
your school by supporting it with a monthly donation.  Our goal is to get over 100 
donors giving $100,000 annually to the high school.  You can start your monthly 
donation at www.nelhs.org.  

 

 Upcoming events: 
o April 9: Easter Concert at NELHS at 4 pm 
o April 27 (10 a.m.), April 28 (7 p.m.) and April 30 (3 p.m.) NELHS will present the play 

“The Curious Savage” 
o May 13:  Graduation at 10 a.m. 
o June 11-14: All Sport Camp for elementary students in grades 5-9.  Contact Benjy 

Wells at bwells@nelhs.org if you would like registration information. 
 

 Recruitment: Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far, 21 have applied (19 
freshmen, 1 sophomore, and 1 senior).  If you know of a family whom we can contact to tell 
about our ministry, please let Administrator Mark Otte know at motte@nelhs.org or call 402-
728-5236.  Keep praying! 

Mark Otte, Administrator 
 
 
 

Deacons 
 A congregation-wide clean-up day will take place on 
Saturday, April 1.  This is the day that we clean the cobwebs, give 
the windows a good washing, deep clean the restrooms and wash 
light fixtures and vents, amongst other things.  Please plan to help 
out!  Many hands make lighter work.  We’ll start at 8 a.m.  
 The parking lot lighting was fixed before the service on Ash 
Wednesday.   
 Thanks to a grant from Wal-Mart and a special donation, 
sometime in the future a new drinking fountain with bottle filling 
station will be installed in the school hallway.  This will hopefully 
alleviate a lot of the water mess on the floor beneath the drinking 
fountain. 
 The narthex doors have been sticking open.  Please give the 
door an extra push when you exit the building. 

http://www.nelhs.org/
mailto:bwells@nelhs.org
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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 A mowing schedule will come out soon!  If you didn’t sign up on the time and talents sheets to 
help with mowing but would like to, please contact the church office.  We have been blessed with 
enough volunteers that you may only have to mow once or twice this summer! 
 We appreciate everyone’s help in picking up trash, if you come across it.  If you see 
something that needs to be repaired, please let the church office know.  Thank you for helping us to 
keep the property in ship shape! 
 
 

Discipleship 
  
 As of the writing of this newsletter article, plans are 
in place to have a wonderful Easter for Kids event on 
Saturday, April 8

th
 from 9 to 11:30 at Gethsemane!   Thank 

you to those who have donated candy and have given of your 
time and talents to help with this effort!   
 It is not too late to personally invite neighborhood 
children, friends and relatives to attend this special program.  
We want an accurate head count going in to the weekend, so 
please either fill out the online form or the paper one placed 
in your member mailbox or call the church office.  Walk-in’s 
are welcome, too, but the more we have pre-registered, the 
quicker we can get their noses counted to keep track of them 
and stay on schedule that morning!   
 Questions?  Please feel free to contact the church 
office or ask Pastor Koester. 
 

 
 

 Sunday School starts each week at 9:15 a.m.  Please help your 
child to be on time and attend as often as possible.  We carefully 
prepare lessons each week and look forward to sharing God’s word 
with as many students as possible.  
 Preschool-8

th
 grades are working with Miss Hunt on learning 

the Palm Sunday processional song "Hosanna!" during our opening 
time.  If your child needs a copy, let me know.  We will pass more 
copies out this Sunday, or I can email you a copy, along with a link to 
the song.   
 Palm Sunday is Sunday, April 9

th
.  All children of Gethsemane 

have the opportunity to sing the Palm Sunday processional song at 
both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  We will line up 10-15 
minutes before each service in the fellowship hall. 

 April Lessons for Preschool-6
th

 Grade: 
2 - Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 
9 - Zacchaeus 
16 - Happy Easter!  No class 
23 - Jesus Rides Into Jerusalem 
30 - Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate  

 A big thank you to all our teachers, helpers and substitutes who put in time, talents, and 
resources to have lessons and activities planned for their classes.  
 See you Sunday!!  

Nickie L 
Sunday School Coordinator 
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Saturday, May 20, 2017 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

at 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
4040 N. 108th Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 
 

 
 

Registration Deadline is May 11, 2017 
To pre-register, please visit www.gethsemanelutheran.com 

(Click on the May 20 Event for the link) 
 

or  

contact Pastor Helwig  
at  

402-493-2550 or pastorhelwig@gethsemanelutheran.com 
 

Free-will offering lunch is provided  Childcare is available 
 

For more information about the Congregational Assistant Program,  
Visit their website:  mlc-wels.edu/cap/ 

http://www.gethsemanelutheran.com/
mailto:pastorhelwig@gethsemanelutheran.com
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A Return to Grace:  Luther’s 
Life and Legacy 

 

Presented by  
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

  

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Aksarben Cinema 
(2110 South 67th Street, Suite 106) 

 
 

 Martin Luther triggered seismic upheaval that rocked 
the western world in the 1500s—with an impact that 
continues to reverberate to this day.  This film tells the 
great adventure story of his life.  At the same time, it 
examines his quest for truth—questions we must all face—
including “Who am I?” and “What is my purpose?”  The full-length documentary features thrilling 
reenactments of the sixteenth-century events with commentary from leading church-history experts. 
 Tickets must be purchased online at https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-
s-life-and-legacy-_l-j  Total cost is $13.  Please contact the church office if you need assistance.  75 
tickets must be sold by April 12

th
 in order for the showing to happen.  Please get your ticket today!  

Your credit card won’t be charged until the minimum number of tickets is purchased. 
 
 

Evangelism 

 The Evangelism team is finalizing our flyer that we mail out each quarter.  This flyer serves as 
a follow-up piece to those people who have also received our monthly postcard mailer.   
 In an attempt to further promote our school and our youth event, Easter For Kids (E4K), on 
April 8, the Evangelism team is considering dropping a handful of flyers at area pre-schools/daycare 
centers near and around our church/school location.  If anyone is willing to drop off a stack of flyers 
at the preschools or daycare center that they have contact with already, please contact the church 
office so we can begin to coordinate these efforts.   

Blessings in Christ, 
The Evangelism team 

 

Stewardship 
- Easter Breakfast 

o Join us for Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 16
th

, immediately following the Easter 
Sunrise Service.  Pancakes, sausage, eggs and Danishes will be served between 
services. 

- Annual Gethsemane Camping Trip 
o The annual Gethsemane Camping Trip will be held August 4

th
 and 5

th
 at 

Fremont State Lake’s Recreation Area.  Join us for fun, relaxation and 
a camp-side devotion.  Tent and camper spots are available.  Cost for 
the weekend is $47.74.  Please contact the church office if interested. 

https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-_l-j
https://www.tugg.com/events/a-return-to-grace-luther-s-life-and-legacy-_l-j
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Book Club 
 
 With April upon us, we have reached the end of our "book 
club year."  April will be our last book discussion before a summer 
hiatus!!!  We will meet on April 25

th
 at Dawn’s to discuss The 

Magnolia Story by Chip and Joanna Gaines.  Many of us enjoy their 
show "Fixer Upper" and as such hope the book fills us in on more 
details of their life and the joy they share in their lives! 

 If you're reading this before the end of March you still have a chance to catch us at Sharon's 
home on the 28

th
 to discuss Comfort & Joy by Kristin Hannah!   

 Please come, join us - we truly enjoy a great evening of fellowship and camaraderie as well 
as, of course, discussion of the book at hand with a snack or two thrown into the mix.  For those of 
you who have ideas for summer reading so that we're ready to resume again in August, please let me 
know as we will be discussing that summer list at Dawn's. 
 Hope to see you soon! 

Becky G 
 

 

Vacancy Call News  
 After Pastor Schultz declined the Call to serve at Good Shepherd, a Call meeting 
was held on March 20

th
.  At this meeting, the saints at Good Shepherd chose to extend a 

Divine Call to Pastor Stephen Hillmer, who is currently serving at The Springs Lutheran 
Church in Sparks, Nevada.  Please keep Pastor Hillmer and our brothers and sisters in 
Christ in your prayers.  Pastor Helwig will continue to serve as the vacancy pastor for 

Good Shepherd until the Lord of the Church provides them with a new pastor.  We pray that this will 
be soon. 
 
 

Tour Opportunity 
 On September 18, 2017, retired pastor James Humann invites you to join him and fellow WELS 
members on a twelve day tour to Germany in observance of the 500

th
 anniversary of the Lutheran 

Reformation.  Highlights include the famous Luther sites of Wittenberg, Eisleben, Leipzig, Erfurt, 
Eisenach and the Wartburg Castle.  Also included are the cities of Prague in the Czech Republic, 
Salzburg and Vienna in Austria.  A June tour is already sold out, and the September tour has only a 
limited number of places still available.  For a colorful brochure that contains the daily itinerary, 
price and General Conditions, e-mail Pastor James Humann at Jhumann383@aol.com.  If you'd prefer 
a hard copy, please include your name and mailing address. 
 

WLCFS-Christian Family Solutions 
(Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Services) 

 As a resource to individuals and families, Tim Kemnitz, MDiv, PLMHP, is now seeing clients at 
the new Lincoln Christian Family Solutions counseling clinic, located at 7979 Holdrege Street (in Mt. 
Olive Lutheran Church).  He can also provide counseling services via secure video anywhere in 
Nebraska.  Tim will meet with children and adults and couples, focusing on anxiety and depression 
issues.  For more information about Tim and the counseling services he provides, visit 
www.ChristianFamilySolutions.org or call 800-438-1772. 
 

mailto:Jhumann383@aol.com
http://www.christianfamilysolutions.org/

