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 JESUS IS KING 
John 18:33-37 

 
 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus 
and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  
 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to 
you about me?” 

 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied.  “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you 
over to me.  What is it you have done?”  
 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jews.  But now my kingdom is from another place.”  
 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  
 Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this reason I was born, 
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to 
me.”  
 
 Jesus did not look like a king to Pilate.  Pilate certainly did not treat him like a king . . . an 
enemy king, sure . . . but not a king whom he respected and obeyed. 
 Jesus was not the king whom the Jews had hoped for.  He was not the king whom the Jews 
wanted.  They wanted someone to drive out the Romans.  They wanted someone who would restore 
the glory days of King David. 
 Is Jesus the King we want?  So many times don’t we try to run the show?  So many times don’t 
we fail to treat him with the honor and the respect that he deserves as our King?  So many times, in 
our minds anyway, doesn’t he fail to live up to our expectations as he “fails” to give us what we 
want? 
 Isn’t it amazing, then, that Jesus came to be our King anyway?  In spite of us?  Or, better put, 
because of us?  Jesus came to be the King we needed him to be.  Jesus came to be a King who would 
give us the victory of sin, death, and the devil.  Jesus served us as our King even though we refused 
to serve him as our King.  It is because of his rule, it is because of his victory and it is because of his 
power that we are now redeemed, restored, and forgiven members of his kingdom.  Jesus is the One 
– the King – who restored peace between us and God. 
 Let’s keep that citizenship and that Kingship in mind as citizens of this country.  Because, 
after all, what do we see in our country today?  Violence.  Hate.  Disrespect.  Disobedience.  In the 
midst of political and social and racial chaos, let’s not only find but let’s also exude and promote 
peace – the peace that all can have with a just and holy God through faith in Christ; the peace that 
can change the hearts of others; the peace that can ease tension, calm unrest, and defuse violent 
situations. 
 
PRAYER:  Lord, use me and my life to foster a sense of peace as I live under you in your kingdom.  
Amen. 
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Elders 

 

Worship Committee 
The Worship Committee met on Thursday, August 4

th
.   

 Highlights of the meeting were as follows: 
 

 The group recommends to the Elders that we 
have one Thanksgiving Eve service since 
Gethsemane Lutheran School will not be in 
session that day, with a 7 p.m. start time. 

 The area Reformation service will be held at Living Hope on Sunday, October 30
th

 at 4 p.m.  
Pastor Phil Zarling will be the guest preacher. 

 The Worship Planner for the second half of Pentecost was distributed.   

 The Pig Roast outdoor service will be held September 11
th

.  The theme is “In God We Trust.” 

 The Children’s Christmas service will be held offsite on Sunday, December 18
th

 at 10 a.m. at 
the Bennington High School auditorium.  This service will take the place of both services on 
that Sunday. 

 The Altar Care coordinator will send out an email to those helping regarding alternate ways to 
post hymns on the hymn board. 

 Adult choir will start September 7
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  

 Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 10
th

 at 6 p.m. 
Karen S 

Worship Committee Secretary 
 

 
 
 

School News  
Partners in the ministry and mission of Gethsemane Lutheran School, 
 About a week and a half ago, Gethsemane Lutheran Church opened the doors of its 
elementary school for the 69th year of its operation (Looking forward to turning 70 with you next 
year).  It was a lovely day and in walked the 94 God-given students from 60 different families.  
They walked into six classrooms that have been built through two construction projects funded 
through this congregation.  The students went through schedules, policies, and procedures led 
by six teachers that this congregation has called, supported, and even helped to train.  Desks, 
books, lights, and air conditioning were all available to them through the operating budget of 
this congregation. 
 And so a week and two days into the year, GLS says a big “THANK YOU” to Gethsemane 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

+++++ 

Upcoming events at GLS 
 K-8 soccer teams are already at it.  We have kids on six teams (most games played at 

Maple Y). 

 There will be NO school for Labor Day (9/5). 

 Police Appreciation Day will be held at GLS on 9/9.  We hope to have local officers stop 
in for treats and/or a meet and greet. 

 GLS students will sing for our annual outdoor church service on 9/11. 
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 Upper grade students will be traveling to Nebraska Lutheran High School on 9/16 for their 
annual recruitment day and soccer jamboree. 

 School pictures will be taken on 9/20.  The first FOCE meeting of the year will also be 
held on 9/20. 

 There will be NO school for Teacher Visit Day (9/23). 

 7-8th Soccer will travel to the Norfolk Tournament on 9/24. 

 The last week of September is a busy one. 
o Gr. 3-8 will take their annual standardized tests. 
o Our Book Fair will be displayed and open in the fellowship hall. 
o Parent-Teacher conferences will be held with mid-Q1 reports out.   

 Whew! 
God bless! 

Mr. P 
 
 
 

FOCE  
 

  
 FOCE kicked off the school year on Friday, August 12 by hosting a Back-To-School Color Run.   
We had over 130 people attend, and a big thanks goes out to all the families who came out to help 
make this event possible, as well as the participants!  THANK YOU!!  We also hosted a coffee and 
donuts breakfast on Friday, August 19 for the parents at drop-off, and it was great to see a number of 
parents stop in and mingle! 
 Our first FOCE meeting of the school year will be held on Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the fellowship hall.  We encourage all families of the school or anyone who has an interest in 
helping Gethsemane Lutheran School to attend! 
 Our fall fundraiser with Yankee Candles is right around the corner!!  Materials will go home 
with the students in late September, so we can have our orders placed and delivered prior to 
Thanksgiving.  This is a great opportunity to support our school and purchase Christmas gifts for 
family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc.!! 

Liz K, Secretary 

 

 
 

OWLS  
 (Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors)  

 

 
 Check out the bulletin board and the pictures there.  We had the best time at SOARING 
WINGS VINYARD for our annual picnic!  We listened to great acoustic music!  All shared great food!  
And yes, had a little wine and fellowship!  I don’t think anyone wanted to leave.  We had 25 attend, 
3 canopies to shield us from the sun!  They let us pick the grapes and try them right off the vine!  
Wish you could have joined us! 
 But you haven’t seen anything yet!!  In September we are having A Holocaust survivor speak 
at the Gethsemane Annual Picnic (9-11) from 2 to 3 p.m.  Bring Kleenex! 
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THE OWLS CONVENTION IS COMING! 
October 10-13!  Ramada Inn on 72

nd
!  Come and be part of the education and fun!  You do not have to 

be a member or attend the entire conference!  Reduced rates are available for Wednesday only and 
for attending events with meals not included.  Registration and information is on a table in the 
narthex!  Register by September 1.  Check it out or ask an OWLS member!   

Sandy T, Secretary 

 
 
 

 All ladies of Gethsemane are invited to attend the first meeting of our 
service group—Women IN God’s Service (WINGS).  September 8 will be our kick 
off meeting of the year.  We will enjoy snacks and fellowship at 6:45 and start 
the meeting at 7 p.m.  We will be discussing major initiatives for the year, such 
as Advent By Candlelight.  There will be opportunities available for everyone to 
serve here at Gethsemane, and most don’t involve cooking!   
 We hope that you can join us! 

Rachel C 

 
 
 

LWMS  
“Praise to the Lord the Almighty” 
Recharge, Reach Out, and Rejoice.  This 

has been the LWMS theme for the past two years.  
Each year focuses on one of the themes.  This year 
the focus is:  Rejoice!  Videos have been made for 
each of the themes, and can be viewed on the 
LWMS website.  There are also devotion books that 
have been written for each of the themes.  Check 
them out on the website!   

The Fall LWMS Rally will be held Saturday, 
October 1

st
, at Trinity Lutheran Church in Hoskins, NE.  The guest speaker will be the Board for Home 

Missions Chairman, Pastor Keith Free.  It will be a fantastic rally!  Look for more details as they 
become available.   

Want to take a trip to Florida?  Well, next summer is your chance!  The 54
th

 Annual LWMS 
Convention will be held in Orlando, Florida, June 22

nd
-25

th
, 2017!  Start making your plans now!  

2015-2016 Befriend a Missionaries: 
~~ World Missionary—Mr. Pasch  

Chiang Rai, Thailand 
~~Home Missionary—Pastor Kent Reeder 
Illumine Lutheran Church  Rock Hill, SC 

 
September Prayer Requests 

~The work being done with the Befriend a Mission program.      
~The work being done in Antigua.  

~The missionaries, wives, and families as they serve in their mission fields. 
Leslie B 

~Reporter 
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NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School)  

 

 The opening service for the 38
th

 year of Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School was held 
on Sunday, August 14.  Pastor Tom Schneider from Grand Island and Pastor Wayne Oblender 
from Aurora and Sutton preached and presided over the opening service. 

 The NELHS Friends and Family organization held a meeting after opening service and 
highlighted their two big events.  The fall auction will be on Sunday, October 23, and the 
spring “Knight Out” will be on Saturday, March 12.  We pray that many of you will be able to 
attend and contribute to these two events.  Items are already being donated for the fall 
auction.  The goal for this year is to raise $32,000 between the two events and to upgrade our 
dorm furniture for our students. 

 We are thankful to the 55 golfers who joined us on July 30 for our annual “Tee-It-Up for 
Tuition” golf outing at Holmes Golf Course in Lincoln.  Through their efforts, $8,000 was 
raised for our families in need this year. 

 Fall sports are up and running.  Football has 22 participants, volleyball has 16 young ladies 
out for it, and cheerleading has 11 ladies on the squad.  

 ACT results have just been released, and we are pleased to announce an average ACT score 
for our class of 2016 seniors of 24.3.   This is the fourth consecutive year that NELHS has 
scored in the 24’s compared to a state average of 21.4. 

 NELHS has added Unified Bowling to its list of extra-curricular opportunities for our students. 

 Preparations are underway for hosting WELS Choral Fest this year.   The dates for this event 
on November 11-13. 

 Upcoming events: 
o NELHS Day: September 16 
o Homecoming: September 30 

 The school year has started, and we are thankful for all of the students on campus.  This year 
we welcome 31 new students to campus (23 freshmen, 2 sophomores, and 6 juniors).  We 
have 90 students on campus who get to learn more about Jesus every day. 

 Our recruitment goal for next year is 40 new students by the start of school in August of 2017.  
The recruiting of new students officially starts with “NELHS Day,” which is a day we set aside 
to meet elementary students in the upper grades.  NELHS Day will be on September 16 this 
year.   If you would be interested in having your child attend NELHS Day or finding out more 
about our ministry, please contact administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or call 402-
728-5236.  Please pray for this goal. 

Mark O, Administrator 

 
 

Silent Auction Info 
 
 The NELHS Silent Auction will take place on October 23, 2016.  The theme this year is “Time 
and Talents,” with proceeds towards much needed dorm furniture. 
 We appreciate all donations for our auction, but we also encourage folks to donate their 
talents as well as their treasures.  Do you have a special skill to share?  Woodworking?  Painting?  
Tutoring?  We will celebrate everyone’s talents! 
 Please get your donations to the school as early as possible for greatest exposure and bidding 
interest.  Early items can be viewed and bid on at the school website. www.nelhs.org.  
 If you have never participated in our auction, we invite you to join us by: 

1. Making donations that reflect your God-given TALENTS. 

mailto:motte@nelhs.org
http://www.nelhs.org/
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2. Sharing your TIME by soliciting business and private donations and/or helping set up and 
run the auction. 

3. Attending the auction or bidding online to support NELHS.  
 There is an area to sign up on the bottom of the home page of our website.  It details where 
we need help and gives you an opportunity to join in on the effort.  
 We appreciate your past support and look forward to the best auction yet.  See you in 
October!! 

 
 

Discipleship 
Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study  

 Our Women's Bible Study at Gethsemane will be starting up soon.  The first class is scheduled 
for Thursday, September 8.  Class begins at 9:45 with time for visiting and snacks and lasts until 
11:00.  This year, our study will focus on 1

st
 & 2

nd
 Peter; and we will use the People's Bible to aid our 

study.  If you're interested in joining the class, please contact Karen Sloan at church to order your 
copy of the People's Bible on 1

st
 & 2

nd
 Peter by Monday, August 29. 

 
 

Sunday School Starts 
Sunday, September 18th! 

Dear Parents & Students 
 Welcome back to another great year of Sunday School.  We 
hope you all had great summers! 
 We are ready to get back to class and share God’s word with 

your children.  We invite students in Preschool through 8
th

 grade to join us for songs, stories, games, 
crafts and discussions that teach us God’s Word! 
 Sunday school starts each week at 9:15 a.m.  Please help your child to be on time and attend 
as often as possible.  We carefully prepare lessons each week and look forward to sharing God’s word 
with as many students as possible. 
 Preschool through 6

th
 grade will meet in the sanctuary from 9:15 to 9:30 for the opening, 

offering, and songs and then will proceed with their teacher to their classrooms for their lessons.  7
th

 
and 8

th
 grade students will report to their classroom for their lesson. 

 We will be using the Christ-Light for Sunday Schools Year 2 curriculum.  
 A big thank you to all our teachers, helpers and substitutes who put in time, talents, and 
resources to have lessons and activities planned for their classes. 
 We are looking forward to seeing all preschool-8

th
 grade students on Sunday, September 18

th
, 

at 9:15 a.m. 
Nickie L 

Sunday School Coordinator 

 
 

Interactive Faith Online Bible Study Series 
 On Wednesday, September 21, you have an opportunity to study the continuing importance of 
Luther’s Small Catechism for our homes, churches, society, and culture in “What Does This Mean?  
The Continuing Importance of Luther’s Small Catechism” led by Rev. John Braun of Norhtwestern 
Publishing House.  The study will start with a brief history of the Small Catechism and explore its 
importance for Christian morals, beliefs, devotion, and practical life.  It will conclude with a 
discussion of its value for the next generation. 
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 The study will be streamed live twice every Wednesday night between September 21 and 
October 26 at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. (Central Time).  You are invited to join in!   
 Go to wels.net/interactivefaith to participate! 
 
 

Stewardship 
Pig Roast 

* - "In God we Trust".  As Pastor Koester shared in his e-mail on 
August 19

th
, Pig Roast is coming up on September 11

th
.  After 

the 10:30 worship service, the Stewardship Board will be 
providing bbq pork, sides and drinks.  We are encouraging 
members to bring a dessert to share.  In addition to the parade 
that Pastor mentioned in his e-mail, we will have a whiffle ball 
game and the giant slip and slide from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.  The 
church's folding chairs will be provided but we would 
encourage everyone to bring their favorite outdoor chairs for 
extra comfort that day.  
 

 
* Stewardship Sunday is coming up on October 9

th
.  We will have the 

privilege of hosting two WELS Christian Giving Counselors in Pastor 
Michael Dietz and Mr. Ken Dierks.  Pastor Dietz will preach a message 
titled, “Love Is Extravagant” at the three services.  Mr. Dierks will 
lead a special Bible Class regarding “Christian Wills and Estate 
Planning.”  Have you made an estate plan or set up a will?  Have you 
considered options to utilize the earthly blessings that God has 
granted you to help support ministry even after death?  Do you know 
about the options available?  Come with your questions and ideas to 

encourage and support future ministry.  
 
* Additionally, on Thursday, September 29

th
, at 7:00 p.m., Gethsemane will host representatives from 

a local funeral home who will present practical and helpful information regarding that side of estate 
planning. This will simply share what to expect regarding funeral costs, funeral planning, burial vs. 
cremation, cemetery plots, obituaries, etc. Come with your questions. Go away with a plan.  
 
* New Member Dinner (October 23

rd
) Chili Cook-off  

 
 

 
 

 

Join the Choir! 
 Everyone is invited to join the adult choir!  Rehearsals begin 
on Wednesday, September 7

th
 at 6:30 p.m. in the church balcony.  

We need lots of voices!  We hope to see you there! 
 

 
 

Love is 

Extravagant 
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Loess Hills Bike Run 
 Attention one and all!  We’re taking a ride through the 
Loess Hills, and we’d love to have you join us!  We will meet in 
the Gethsemane parking lot at 9 a.m.  Jim E is our leader, so 
we’ll follow him to various stops and places in Loess Hills!   
 We pray for good weather so we can enjoy this time of 
fellowship!   Hope you can ride with us! 
 

 
 

 You may be reading this article early enough to still 
join us for our August get-together as it will be taking place 
on Tuesday, August 30

th
 at my house at 7 p.m.   Join us 

whether you've read the book (Me Before You by Jojo Moyes) 
or not!!!  It's a great evening of conversation - whether about 
the book or other things - and a snack or two!!! 
 September will see us meeting on Tuesday the 27

th
 at 

7 pm.  We have not confirmed a location yet so please stay 
tuned for that detail.  We will be discussing Redeeming Love 
by Francine Rivers. 

 Just as an FYI, we try to meet the 4
th

 Tuesday of the month and usually have books planned 
out well in advance.  We'll be discussing future selections on the 30

th
; and as soon as we have some 

selected, we'll give notice to everyone.  Again - we'd love to have you join us!!!  Hope to see you 
soon.. 

Becky G 

 
 

 
 

Blood Drive! 
 The Gethsemane 5

th
 annual blood drive will be Sunday September 25

th
 from 

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  There are appointments available every 15 minutes between 
those times.  All presenting donors will receive a free hair cut coupon from Sport 
Clips!  Additionally, the Red Cross is proud to announce the implementation of a new 
process called Rapid Pass that allows you to complete most of the Health History 

questionnaire online before you come to your appointment. 
 
To schedule your appointment:  
Visit www.redcrossblood.org – search sponsor code “Gethsemane” or call 1-800-RED-CROSS.   
 

Deacons 
 The roof has been reshingled and has been put to the “leak” 
test since we’ve had several heavy rains since then.  Happily, we can 
report no leaks! 
 The north school exterior wall has shown indications of 
termite activity.  Treatment options are in the works and will be 
decided upon soon. 

 The new basketball hoop that was damaged has come in, so look for that to be installed soon. 
 The fellowship hall was freshened up with a new coat of paint.  Thank you to those who 
helped with that effort! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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 With school starting, the building will see lots more activity.  If anyone sees anything that 
needs fixing or some type of attention, please contact the church office.   
 Thank you for helping us to keep the property in ship shape! 
 

 

 
 

It’s going to be AWESOME!!!! 

 

Mark your calendars to get ready for a 

a HUGE celebration of Jesus’ birth!! 

 

Join us for worship 

Sunday, December 18
th

 

10:00 a.m. 

at 

Bennington High School Auditorium 

 

Children’s Message * Tone Chimes * Adult and Junior Choirs 

 

This service will be one of a kind and will be an opportunity for ALL Gethsemane members 

and their families to come to one place to worship & praise the Christ-child! 

 

There will be NO services that weekend at Gethsemane 

 

Share the news with everyone! 


